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As this edition of LANTERN coincic ~th the ICin anniversary of the
_.Borderline Science Investigation Group, and to mark this auspices occasion,
" Mike Burgess ( a founder member of the Group) has compiled a brief history of
the Group and, in particular, LANTERN, We include in this Intr&duction as a
flttlng openlng to this IOth Birthday edition of LANTERN,

R T . T S T S O S S A T

On the afternoon’ of Wednesday, January I3th, I97I, about half-a-dozen
.people with similar interests gathered round a table in the library of the
Grammar/venes Hich School in Lowsstoft and laid the foundations of a remarkable
society, fccording to the minutes of that meeting, recorded by Richerd A. Hax-
ell, most of the time was spent in deciding on a name for the group. Suggest-
ions ranged from the ridiculous to the sublime (one favoured name was the Para-
normal Investigntions Society — but urfortunately, that was seen to abbreviate
avkwardly as P.I.S. and was dropped!) but f£inally Richard's own suggestion was
adopted, and thus we. became, for bettﬂ~ or worse, the BORDERLINE SCIENCE IN=-
VESTIGATION GROUP (B.S.I.G.).

The aimg of the BSIG, which have never changed, were formalised later as
being to discover, investigate and document all manner of unexplained and un-
usual phenomena in EAST ANGLIA, with the added proviso that it be done in "as
scientific and unbiased manner as posczibie", Considering that most of us were
around I7 years old at the time, perhaps it is not suprising that several of
the early investigations fell somewhat short of those ideals! Iess than four
months-af'ter thet activity, an all-night vigil in the echoing corridors of LOw-
estof't’ Town Hall, vainly searching for a non-exictent ghost with the most prim-
itive of equlpm°nt, grd five days later, the first ’skvxutch', on which virtuslly
every meteor, s-tellite and 'plane was greeted with cries of "It's a UFOIM
Time and exparience soon modified the Group's natural exuberance.

In December that came year, I97I, LANTERN No,I was published, a foolscap
magazine of 20 pages, duplicated on. thf School's own machine, angd meinly for
the use of the membership (at" that time, 23) and friends. Its content, edited
by Nigel® Colman, was markedly different to that of toders IANTERY. Little of it
was concerned with East Anglia, wuch vas speculative, and some of it was decid-
edly 'esoteric!, Wording and illustration in both Nos, I and 2 show that the
Group had yet to emerge from the~ 'f70werupower' era (indeed some‘coples of No,I
had an actual dried leaf pressed between the pages - truly a collector's item!)
That very first icsue cost the princely sum of £4.6I to produce, and only £4.20
was returned in saled! ~

By the ‘time of LANTERN No.2 (it was delayed, and finally emerged in August
1972) BSIG had completed 33 activities; ranging from ghost-watches and sky-
watches, through investigations of many UFO sightings, to exveriments in ESP,
astral projection,' magic and dowsing, and a certain amount of 'profe331onallsm‘
was beginning to assert itself in the Group. BSIG had then coalesced into fairw
ly distinct sub-sections, each with its own group-head, deeling with psychical
research, UFOs, the occult, and one hangover from earlier days - the!Thought
Group!. The letter's aims werec always ill-defined, but it dealy generally with
the analysis and correlation of data from the other sections, plus consideration
of the more 'metaphsycal! aspects of the unexplained.

Between LANTERNs 2 and 3 was a gap of well over a yecar. Difficulties in
production, contributions, and of course costs, served to delay its appearance
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until the Autumn of I973, by which time it had undergone radical changes., Acec-
.ording to the Newsletter of November I972, it had been decided to change the
name of the magazine to !'Candlewax', but this was never put into effect, Three
months later, the Newsletter ended: "At the present moment we have no method
of producing ‘the next edition of the maga21ne, except to have it done commerci-
ally, and this would prove to be too expensive from our funds'! point of view...
unfortunately, it seems that until we can find a cheap way to get the magazine
printed, no further process can be made with it." And there, for many months,
the matter rested, In the interim all the !driving-force' of the membership hed
left school, and the communications link was broken, LANTERN appeared again in
the Autumn under the ediibrship of Denis J., Fletcher and Ivan A.W.Bunn, and was
indeed commercially printed. Its content was more topical, regional end varied,
and despite an initial financial loss was hailed a success by all concerned,
From No.8 (Winter I974) two changes occurred: in accordence with the metw
rication of paper, LANTERN was reduced to A4 size, and Ivan Bunn assumed sole
editorship, which position he has held ever since. In 1976 the cost of print-
ing increased drasticelly, and the magazine wss forced to reveért to duplicated
format, but with a phote-litho cover, Between Neos., 20 and 28 an extra page of
litho work was included regularly, malnly to facillitate better illustrationss
But as from No.29, again because of rising costs, all photo-litho work had been
~dropped, and LANTERN is now duplicated throughout, with the cover, tltles -and
"1llustrations belng electro-stencilled. ‘
LANTERN remains, as from its inception, ‘the only magazinp dealing w1th the

unexplained in East Anglia, andsubscribers can be found in all parts of the
world. As with the BSIG itself, LANTERN now concerns itself less with current
investigations- than with researched meterial. The early days of both were fil-
~led with hectic activity, much of which could have benefitted from a less has-
_ty, considered approach - but the groundwork was laid down for a solid; exoter-
ic group and journal whose status, capabilities and expertise are, in my own
view, unparallelled, It is to the lasting astonishment of all that BSIG has
endured for IO years, despite the numerous upheavals which it has encountered.
- LANTERN has lasted for 9 years, and is likely to continue even if the Group
itself should ever fade away (the gods forbidl). ‘It has earned itself a place
in the hearts of many people, not least for those who have a hand in putting it
‘together - though I'm not sure anyone could say exactly why they feel this way.
- As Ivan Bunn said in No,3I, "After all, Lantern is...well...itss.,LANTERN{

; ‘Here'!s to the next ten years!
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ESSTEL FOBTEA $ ¥ B,8,1,G. ON PRESTEL,
' During the month of December
Eﬁsr anﬁL'Hn m , information concerning BSIG,
LR and LANTERN was put into the
vegy S 25 g%%&h%k’__ PRESTEL view-date system for
DHDE TE - ';",‘, "IT‘.’.»‘ZZ’-:" '-‘.ER%;;;;;;;‘;;“ E general availability to the
, B Tl 1 public, At present I7 !pages!
l'l"! tormation supp~'11ed. bg ":m',“,:::—f ’;‘, of ix}formafsion.are e_available
BORDERLIME SCIEMCE | s i dealing primarily with —the
-.starmmmw SROUP - b investigation of ghosts 1in
' e R Bast Anglia - but it is hoped
,Lnll frames 3.1~ 1p} T HEH N ~in the near future to extend
1 Further intormation abou?! BSI1G :,'_E? the information to cover oth-
2 LANTERM - The maga‘.lma oF  speserdil i er aspects of the Group's ac-
- East Anglian mysteries pen tivity, The service is being
3 Ghosts in East Anglia Sfefiediiss ‘ provided by'Eastel! and the
4 Investigating Ghosis '-“3?""?“ number to call if you have
S-What to do it wou sep 2 ghost ;g,.':-', access to PRESTEL is 40878,
E Dther fieids of rasearch LU Loft is the 'title! index
v Investigating UFDs in East Anglia page showing the information
Norfolk Info © Eactel lmdec 0 so fax avellable.
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.. In prev1ous issues of

LANTERN Michael Burgess has writ-
ten of the Rev, Arthur Cross and
his letter to the Eastern Daily

Pregs on the geomancy of Norfolk,
(I) Arthur Cross was in fact one QE&!II}’ @aﬁt gﬂghﬂn
of the first members of the Stra-

yoazs 1957 - 1975 regularly con, ANTIQUARIANS

1
tributed to the Club%g Portfolios, . .
. () Bach Portfolio consists of a 4. The Rev. Arthur Cross
collection of members! papaers, and the
together with the remarks and com- Straight Track Club

ments added during the Portfolio'’s by CLIVE HARPER
circulation, Most of the Portfole & S e m e e R
ios are now held at Hereford Libra-

ary and a guide to this collection

is available(3). The guide however gives

title of each paper and the following notes

give a better idea of Cross's views end researches.

I must apologise in advance for the errors that bz be found

in the place-names given, Crossis handwriting is far from clear and not being

familiar with the area concerned, I may well have mis-rcad some names.
Abbreviations Used: :

PF - Portfolios P - Paper. Q « Query, c - circa, ST Straight Track (this

term, rather than 'ley!, was generally used in the early PFs). ? - used where

a word is indecipherable,

merely the

I. PFI, P4: Gately, Norfolk ¢ Merch 1927
A study of Norfolk church alignments describing two "clusters" of aligne
ments, one around Elham and the other around Caistor. "Secondary Clusters"
-are also described, with & map of an example centred on Gately, with the
sites (from north, clockwise): Kettlestone, Wood Norton, Guist, Bintree,
Elham, Bilney, Bitterings Horningtoft, Whissonsett, Oxwick, Toftress and
_Hempton,
There is also & diagram of a ST through Gately - Kett;estone, Fox Hill,
May Green, Ryburgh, Hill Farm, Gately Church, ? Hall, Silverstone Farm,
smithy, moat, Hall Farm end Bilney church. - ‘
Remarks )

The paper elicited praise from Alfred Watkins. However Majdr Tyler
noted on the diagram ~ "This is not accurate by the nap;”

2, PFI, QI: Has_the Religion of Primitive Races any Bearing on the ST Theory?
3« PFI, Q2: Were STs Laid by an earlier Race and Bloc'zd by a Lster?

Cross notes the Korean Belief that evil spirits can only travel in straight
lines and that short walls were somstimes built to interrupt straightness
in paths etc. Cross then suggests that a race of men laid out the STs due
to a belief similar to the Korean one described.

Remarks:

The various replies generally posit that tracks straightness was
simply a reflection of taking the shortest distance between sitess Alfred
Watkins noted how Christian churches often blocked tracks a suggested a
likeness to the Chinese situation in. which ancient geomantic traditions
were no longer respected, and often thought evil.

Le PFI: Remarks on Peper I0:
The Paper concerned a !'M! like imscription on a stone near Matlock, Cross
suggested the stone could be a boundary marker, like a stone he had seen
on the Yorkshire Moors, marked with a 'G! which he found marked the boun-
dary of Goathland parish,

3
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_ answer, "Without analysing the sand," said Mr, Chris Sear, "and studying
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FROM: 'LOWESTOFT JOURNAL! August Ist, I980 0

Unidentified falling objects in Oulton Broad have had weather experts puss=O
led. Small balls of sand dropped out of the sky on to-parts of Oulton Broagd®
on Thursday week, But no one seems to cuite know why. The weather dspart-
ment of the University of East Anglia could not come up with a watertight

the lie of the land, it would be very difficult to say." He thought it .
could have been from the local beaches - lifted and then dropped by e
mini whirlwind. "But whatever it was," he concluded, "it was very unusual."

The Waveney Council waether experts, on the other hand, belive the
small balls of sand travelled a bit further than the few miles from the
sea to the broad., As far as they are concerned the sand could have begun
its Journey about 2500 miles away - on the Sahara Desert,

"1t is reassonablg common", said Mr, White, "for south-east winds -
as they were on Thursdey night - to carry sand all the way from North Af-
rica., Moisture binds the sand together into balls, and later, with changes
of temperature, drops them again," he said, As if we didn't have enough -
sand here already - without importing it from Algerias.
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REV, ARTHUR CROSS - contd.

5

7.

8.

PFI: Remarks on Paper I3, o ' ¢ My IR7

This wide-ranging paper covered amongst other things, mounds, gradients,
Water-sheds and water crossing points. Cross describes a long low mound in
Brisley (Norfolk) called !The.Heol!, smtuated on low ground at the gcommenc-
ement of a gradual incline.

PF2, PA: Potton Church, Beds, - ST Sanday to Royston. 2 June I927
Cross refers to the church cluster around Gately, and describes a Similar
cluster around Potton, An Accompanying map shows (from north, -clockwise)s
Gamlingay, Cockayne Hatley, Wrestlingworth, Eyeworth, Sutton, Sanday,
Everton and a ruined church all centred on Potton,

He also gives a nearby ST ~ Redstone Hill, Gyworth Church, hill top, Guil-
den Morden Church, Hall and moat, thbllngton Church, Royston Churc¢h and
Burloes Hill top. ‘ _
Remarks : e

Mejor Tyler linked the clusters to "an original land survey, and mentioned
W, Evans! 'Meini Hirion and Sarns Anglesey! as also demomstretlng the ex-
istance of prehistoric surveying. .
Alfred Watkins commented, "I wish Mr.s Cross would make more plain whether.»
his place names on his excellent charts are really’ good ley mark -points or
nob " .

PF2, P5: Straight Track Through Amesbury, o 3 June 1927
A ST is described passing through Eastbury, Chlsbuxy, Amesbury bridge, .

,,Blshopstone, Badbury Ring, Bailey Gate, to Flowers Barrow on the coast.‘—

There is also a diagram of an isosceleg triangle - Avebury, Stonehenge,:
Silchester — with a comment that the base distance, "approximately 20 Ro-
man units of measBirement",.is found again and again between 1mportant 31tes.
Remarks s

Alfred Watkins urged caution when constructlng geometrlc flgures, p01nt1ng
out that wherever 2 leys cross there is % of an isosceles triangle.
Douglas Wintle added an extensive note, drawing heavily from Harold Bayley(a
ideas of Phoenlclan influences in Britain, - -

PF3, P3: Shefford Loy, . 26 June 1927

Cross presents a map with some notes, descrlblng a 9 church ley = Shefford,
Newton Farm, Eyeworth, Tadlow, Croydon, Arrington, Wimpole, Little Eversden,
tumulus, bridge, Barton, tumulusd, bridge, Cambridge.

be
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- 10,

II.

12,

I3,

14,

15.

Iég

Remarks :
A.E.Christy noted that the ley runs in the direction of the Mayday sunrise.

PF3, P4: Seven Barrows (4 & B). 16 June I927

A further enzlysi. of the Avebury, Stonehenge, Silchester triangle descr-
ibed in PF2. P5, cxpanded to include Oxford, Reading, Waylands Smlthy,Old
Sarum, 0ld V wnchecner Hill and two sites called Seven Barrows (one approx
I0 miles SU of Slloboster, the other approx 23 miles KW of Silchester).
Remerke:

This paper stimulated some controversy, with several members commenting
more than once, Major Tyler noted that the geometric s ...e-.. o o 3

attributes of the plan were in accordance with what 7 " o
would be expected from the Roman system of centuria~ ¢ e o o o

tion. He emphasised how figures such as circles and KA
triangles could be derived from & regular survey :- UREE R S |

Alfred Watkins displayed scepticism of triangles etc.,
and noted how no tessellation or grid had becn satisfactorily demonstrated.

PF3: Remarl"s on Pansr 4. | N ¢ December 1927

Cross notes how market *“owns ”frequcnnlv" lie equidistant from one another,
e.g. in Norfolk - Dereham to Fakenham, Swaffham and Wymongham, Cross com-
ments that there is no reason why STs should not connect with other feat-
ures and suggests that a civilisation other than Egyptian, Romen or Druidiec
could have been responsible for the ST.

PF3: Remarks on Prpexr #. : ¢ December I927

This paper concerned the menhirs o7 ‘‘nglesey, Cross remerks on the simile
arity of the ‘hst:d menhirs’ to the statues of Easter Island,

PF3: Remarks on Papsr IT ¢ December 1927

The paper concerncd a ley across Dartmoor, Cross comments that the treck
being laid out by trave:lers is most unlikely, as it crosses the river 3
times, vhen a slight detour would produce & far easier route with only I
rivex crossing,

PF3: Femarks on Pener I2: : ¢ December 1927

This paper by N, Voodhead concerned the extent of primitive forest, Cross
briefly commented, "Interesting and illuminating paper."

PF/: Bemarks on Paper T. ¢ March 1928

The paper concerncd roadside markstones and featured an illustration of a
stone embedded by a house, Cross relates how he had previously thought of
such stones as stirrup stones used for mounting, but that in future he
would chezk for their presence on alignments.

PF4: Bemarks on Paper IZ2, , 23 March 1928
The paper on !Pilizr Worshippers! mentioned groupings v .
of dnts as Druidic symbols., ‘. e .
. - -
Cross illustrates examples he had se=n in churches «* . "
. . [ 4
which had bsen described as penance marks e.g, i= .

“At Barnham

PF§, P6: Lev: Turvey, Beds. I2 March 1928

Cross gives a mﬂpA;nd brief notes on two intercecting Leys:-

i). Stoke Goldinghon, Weston Underiood, Clifton Rey“”q Newton Lodge, Cold
Brayfield. Turvey. Great (Cais, Church F-lme, Milton Mjll, Ravensden Grange,
Yorx Tarm,

ii). Havereham, Little Linford, mill, site of church, Emberton, manor, Cli-
fton Reynze, Lavendon,

54
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REV,. £ RTZUR OROSS - contd,
Remarks:
Major Tyler commented that map references would facilitete confirmation of lLeys.

I7¢ DPF5, Pé: Lew:Ampthill, Bedfordshire, 5 Febrﬁary I928
Cross gives a 29 mile long ley:3 Bradwell, Gt, Woolstone, Milton Keynres,
Salford, lellngton, Ampthill, Msulden, Clophlll Campton, brldge, Newnham,
tumulll.

There were no remarks.,

18s PF5, P7: Norfolk -~ Noted sites. 2 Mareh 1928

Cross gives a map of "practically all the important sites" in Eagt Anglia,

with various alignments marked on it, Two primary alignments are shoun i~

i), Kings Lynn, Castle Acre, Newton, Gt, Dunham, Wendling, Mattishall

Burgh, Norwich, Burgh Cestle, ii). Brancester, Castle Acre, Thetford.

The section of alignment i, between Kings Lynn and Norwich is treated as

the diaginal of the top.most of two squares- (vertices: Warham, Norw1ch

Dunwich, Bramfors? Stone, Thetford and Kings Lynn),

Cross refers 5o "an authority in Norwich" (P.A,Nash) being of . the opin-

- jon that squares and disgonals were the basis of early land survey. Cross

also comments on the alignment of old manor houses and suggests a link be-

tween "manor" and "maen-hir", the term used for markstones in Welsh. As

for markstones as such, Cross states that there are few in East Anglia,

but that those in Dutt's book (§) "approximate to alignments",

Remarks :

Major Tyler stated that he thought further analysis worthwhile and that

geometric patterns were clear evidence of design. H.M.Cobbold alternatively

stated that leys Weing stright were bound to form regular patterns.

I9. PF5, P8: Silchester ~ Position of Church, 9 April 1928

Cross gives g plan of Silchester and comments thet no physical (Cont. on p,7)

+ 4+ + + + + +++++++++++ BOOK REVIEW+ + + + + + + + + + 4+ + + + + + +

PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE UNKNOWN by Robert Rickard and Richard Kelly. I44pp, 300+
photographs, New English Library, £7.95.

+
+
+

Nothing - except a personal encounter with the unexplained - shakes ones scep-*

ticism more than a photograph and the photographs in this book, some of which
have never been published before (or so says the jacket blurb), are enough

+
+

to give you the shivers., The sense of wonder does tend to diminish after you *

have been through the book a couple of times and scepticism reasserts itself

+

with a gentle reminder that photos can be and are feked, Fabrications are of- *

ten produced for fun, sometimes with the deliberate intention to deceive and

+

occasionally by accident as the result of a camera malfunction, There are al- *

so cases of ordinary objects photographed under unusual conditions or from

+

an odd angle being mistaken for, say, a UFO, and there is a chance that inter-*

pretation can be influenced by preconceptlons, a disturbance on the surface
of a lake would probably go unnoticed, but if the lake happens to be Loch
NesSeses

It is easy to be sceptical of photographs and although I beleive that a book
should be judged by its contents and not by what the reviewer thinks it
should contain, I have to say that I think this one would have benefitted
from more text relating to the authenticity of the materisl, particularly the
authors! own opinions, and to the available methods of analysing photogrephs.
However, despite this criticism the book remains a fascinating survey of pho-
tographic.evidence of  the paranormal and although £7.95 is a lot to pay in

these hard times you could easily spend your money less rewardingly.

In short, if you are a serious student of the unexplained then this book
should be up there on your bookshelf,

Paul Beggo
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REV. ARTHUR CROSS —contd :

20,

21.

22,

23.

Rl

features can explain the polygonal walls., He cuggests that there may have
been a radiating pattern of sites centred on Silchester church (similar
to ones previously described at Gately and Potton) and that the wall ver-
tices were placed on these sites.

Remarks :

Alfred Watkins pointed out that the podition of Silchester Church, in re-
lation to the walls had been fully described in "The Old Straight Track®,

PF5, Remarks on Paper 4: I2 January 1929

The paper concerned the orientation of Leys. Cross questions why no north-
south or east-west leys are found.

He also comments on the use of towns as confirmation points on long dist-
ance leys., He suggests that they be treated as confirmatory only, es the
close proximity of ancient sites in old towms reduces the sites' "proof
value", He also sugges®“s that in towns the rebuilding of churches, possi-
bly off the originesl site, often occured.

PF7, P3: Caistor Camp, Norfolk, 2I july I928

I, Cutting from the Eastern Daily Press - photogreph of "phontom lines"
in growing corn at Csistor Camp, with an article by Rercy Nash,

II. Remarks by Cross - He discusses Nash's views cf eancient survey, and
the positions of ancient sites in Fast Anglia. Cross gives a disgram of

. the area showing various slignmentes, also a diagrem showing how a survey

might have included circles. The latter diagram shows three circles, i,
and ii. being interconnected:~ (frcm north, clockuise)

i. Roman Camp, Tasburgh, Ickburgh. Castle Rising, Brancester.

ii, Smallburgh, Burgh, Blyburgh, Wyverstone, Thetford, Foxburgh.

iii, Norwich, Rumburgh, Burgh, Castle Hedingham, Chesterton, Cestle Rising,
- centred on Thetford. . Ce
Remarks :

Major Tyler queries the place of pre-Roman sites in Nash's ideas of Roman
SUrvey.

PF7.: Remarkg on Paper 3: : C. November 1928
Cross replied to lajor Tyler, "I am of the, opinion that very many sites
and alignments commonly classed as Roman, or British are of earlier ori.
gin...that there are overlapplng ancient surveys or lay-outs, appesrs
probable from obcerved fact"”

Ount...shows no connectloﬁ between the well known 19Qout of a Roman Set-
tlement by alignment and his supposed discovery of a systemnatic lay out
of the whole countryside". He later added a note that the I929 excavations
supported his criticism of Nash's interpretation.

PF7, P4: Fenland Tracks. | 30 September 1928

Cross didcusses how the landscape of East Anglia must heve differed be-
fore the draining of the Fens. He gives two STs that might have been used
in ancient times:-

i, Langham, Bridge Castletcn, Tallington, Peakirk, Thorney Abbey, Cold
Heart, Nordelph, Fordham, I’iddington, Langford, Tottlnptﬁn, Breceles.

ii, TFotheringay Castle, Chesterton, Stangrcound, Rirgs End, ,_1day Bridge,
Holme, Titterhill, Castle Acra.

Remarks :

Major Tyler suggested that with the known land sinkage, marches may have
been dry land c 3000 bes

PF7, P5: Egst Dereham, Norfolk, I October I928

Cross describes a "curiosity" in the siting of churches equidistantly
around Dereham - i,e, Hoe, Yaxham and VWestfield all two miles away,and

e




+ + + 4+ ++++++ +++ 4+ 4+ ++ +BOOK FEVIEWS + + + 4+ + + & + + + + + + + + + ++

+ FOLKTAIES AND IEGENDS OF NORFOLK by G.M.Dixon. 72pp. Minimax Books, £I,50,
*++A small, softcover publication with some quite nice dravings, but damned ex-
pensive for a motley collection of very well-known, often-told, ininspiring
ghost stories and tales. Told in !'popular! (that is to sat scanty and inacc-
urate) style, only two of the tales herein are completely unknown to me (and
most other people), being a rather dubious account of the !'Green Man off Norw-
icht!, and the 'Shrieking Pit' of Northrepps, not to be confused with the very +
different 'Shrieking Pits! of Aylmerton., I think that if I read many more verw*
sions of the !Pedlar of Swaffham!, the'!Potter Heigham Drummer!, or the 'Happis-*
burgh Smuggler!, I shall go quietly mad} Three pages of totally non-folkloric +
historical material concerning Boadicea dull the senses before her legendary +
burial place et Qidenham is even mentioned,

Stating blandly that the origin of the apparition of 'Black Shuck! came about
on the night of January 28, 1709 is going a little too far methinkss and the
statement that "a sbory has never becn told of a man who has escaped the jaws
of Black Shuck", reveals the author's unfamiliarity with the legends. Errors
are frequent, and not simply printing errors either. In his account of St.
Edmund, Dixon says that he was crowned at BBures (later Bury St, Edmunds)".
I'p sorry, but Bures was and still is simply Bures. For a supposedly Norfolk
man to say that Hoxne is "near Dereham" is atrocious: And it was not a "monk"
who was given the duty of caring for Edmund's body, it was a dame named Oswin.
Dixon claims $hat the iron ring in the tale of Callow Pit‘"forms the handle
of the disused church in the small village of Southwood!', Unfort nately, as I
have seen for myself, the church is totally windowless, doorless and roofless
- 80 where is the '"handle"?

All in all a damn poor book, with no sources, credits, bibliography, index
or introduction, and not worth a penny more than 50p -~ Harsh maybe, but true,

T Y I R e

+ + + + + +

+ + + ¢+ P

Michael W. Burgess
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REV, ARTHUR CROSS - contd. ,

25,

26,

27

_8.

Scarning only 24 miles distant, Cross also describes St. Withburga's Well
in Dereham churchyard,

Remarks : , :

The remarks compare the well to St. Winifred's Well (Holywsll).

PF?7: Romarks on Paper 7. . ¢ November 1928
The paper concerned the date of mounds, tracks etc. Cross notee thet in

Norfolk there are no links between Neolithic finds and STs, end suggests
that STs date from the Megalithic era,

PF7: Remarks on Paper I0. ¢ November I928

The paper concerned Roman roads and STs and gave an example, Cross com-
ments, "I marked this ley on my mep long ago from Dorchester to Yeovil,
the contributor has extended it further to Sowerton",

PF8: Egggrks on Paper 5. c February I929

The paper described leys around Hemel Hempstead churchs Cross notes that
working on a map of the area had produced very similar results and comm-
ents that the writer (Charles Mayo) had - "alighted upon one of those
groups, or constellations of churches, linked up with one another, but
quite unconnected with neighbouring groups."

PF9, P2: Caistor Air Photogreph. - ¢ March I929

Cross contributed cuttings from the Eastern Daily Press of March 4, I929
relating to the excavation of Caistor Camp,

Remarks :

The first three remarks concerned the plescement on mep 8ymbols. Guy Lidd-
ell suggested two leys; i). Mulbarton Church, Caistor Camp, Bixley Church,

ii). Newton Flotman, Caistor Camp Church, Trowse Newton,

(continued on p. 9 )
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REV, ARTHUR CROSS ~ contd, from page

290

30.

31,

32,

33,

34

PF9, Remerks on Paper 2. " I5 June 1929
Cross gives a diagram showing a circular arrangement of sites, the cir-
cle!s 8entre being to the south of Caistor Camp - (from north,clockwise)
Arminghgll Church, Poringland, hell, hall, Flordon.church, hell, road
intersection, Bracon Ash church, Intwood church, Harford cross-roads.
There follows a note from Alfred Watkins pointing out that only three of
the sites are actually on the given circle.

PF9, P Hemel Hempstead. I8 March 1929
Cross attempts to show a cluster of church alignments centred on Hemel
Hempstéad and gives a diagram showing the elignments. Cross elso comments
upon the lack of relation between present day towns and "the cluster rays,

PF9, P5: Hatfield, Herts. I8 March I929
Cross gives a map-and notes on a cluster of church alignments-gentred on
Hatfield and a secondary cluster around Welwyn. He discusses:the possible
relationship between the Hatfield and Hemel Hempstead centres and comm-
ents upon their equidistance from St, Albans cathedral.

PF9, P7: Biddenham, Beds. ¢ March I929
Cross gives a map and notes on a cluster of church alignments centted on
Biddenham and a secondary cluster around Goldington, Cress remarks on
Biddenham!s importance as a prehistoric site. N

PF9;1P7% Summary of Observations. _ ¢ March I929

I); i, If Roman sites examined, triangular patterns found rather than STs.
ii. If Reolithic sites examined, no patterns found,
iiis If modern towns examined, no patterns found. A

ST sites therefore belong to a special historical ere subsequent to the

‘Neolithiec, but pre-Roman.
-I1): If every church on a map of a large area is marked, groups of clus-

ters are found, v
III): Although the direction of leys appears haphazard there are certain
points "suggestive of something",

i. Lines due north or south are absent.

ii., Most general direction is SE-NW or NE . SW,

iiis Parallel lines are frequently found over long distances,

iv, Sites not infrequently form isosceles triangles. .

vs Sites never form squares, '

vii Sites often lie in a circle around a central site.
IV): In egroup, equal distances between sites are found.
V): The sun-rise ley theory would apply to certain lines, but is not gen-
erally applicable, ‘

. Bemarks on Paperg 4 - 7. '

" Major Tyler reiterated his views on a ‘square based survey. Alfred Watkins

described Cross'!'s work as "a very promising field of investigation®,

PP9: Remarks on Paper 8. - 12 June 1929
The‘pager.concerned Devonshire alignments. Cross gives three diagrams -
i. A circular alignment (from east clockwise): Stockleigh, Upton Hel,
Clemns Borough, chap2d, Three Hammers, Thelbridge, Washford, Puddington.
ii. A eircular alignment (from east clockwise): Mill Cross, Upton Hel,

. Sandford, Beacon Cross, Sandford Ash, Morchard, Wonham, Puddington, Boug-

hil, _

iil, A map of Tiverton area with e grid of parallel alignments.

G. laddell and Admiral Sommerville in later remarks emphasisied the pra-
ctical difficulties in surveying circular alignments. Alfred Watkins dis-
missed the circles and stated: "they do not bear out strict investigation.”
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_REV ARTHUR CROSS, contds . .m
- 35, PFIO, Note 4: Norfolk Earthwork Alighments . | ¢ hugust 1929

A eerles of cuttings contributed by Cross from the Eaatern Daily Press.
i, The Importance of Tasburgh Camp - W.A.Dutt,

ii, Evidence of a Great Plan - W.A.Dutt.

-iii, Letter from Percy A, Nash,

iv, Letter from W.A.Dutt,

v, Letter from !Aella!,

36, PFIO: Remarks on Note 4. ’ : 8 August 1929
Cross comments on the interest aroused by Dutt'!s articles and compares
Dutt - " a popular writer for the general 1nterest" to Nash who he des-
cribes as accurate and scientific,
“Alfred Watkins in a subsequent remark defended Butt as "a very careful
observer and recorder of topography, unusually reluctant to rush to con-
clusions", .

37. PFII, P3: Beeston, Norfolk., ' .. | g August I929

Crogss gives a map and notes of church alignments- around. Beeston, He com-
ments on Beeston being unusual in having a spire end suggests the align«
ments centre on Bsrtholomew(s Hill at a road 1ntergect10n.

Remarks :

Arthur B, Watkins describes a cluster of camps around Banbury, which he
thought similar to Cross's church clusters. ,

) NOTES :

(I). Micheel W. Burgess (I979) 'Early East Anglian Anthuarlens' ngﬁggg 25
pp 6-9; 26, pp 4-8; 27, pp 3-5.

(2)« Details are given of Cross!s contributions to PFs I - 5 and 7 — II, It is
probable that Cross contributed to PF6, but unfortunately this PF has
been lost for many years. I have not been able to trace any contribution
to PFs after II, yet neither have I found any mention of Cross's death
or resignation from the club.

(3)e HiC Marper (I980) !'The Straight Track Club Portfollos', H.Pi& A.Ss

(4)« Almost certainly Dutt!s 'Ancient Markstones of East Anglia!; 1926,
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A BAEEIE g spring up all at the same time (well, at least
C H o g TS A “they all come to our knowledge at the same time).
.- " The latter half of I980 seems to be no exception,
and during October, I'ovember and December we re-
ceived accounts of & tumber of new ghost stories. Firstly, there was the ghost
of a WW2 airman at Bentwaters .USAF base in Suffolk which was reported in the
last edition of LANTERN, The Psychlcel Research Section of BSIG had high hopes
of investigating this one but; after some difficulty, we were able to contact
Capt. Frank Gray, Public Affairs Officer of the unit (the 67th Aerospace Rescue
~and Recovcry Squadron) involved. Capt. Gray informed the investigators that the
_ two airman who had seen the ghost had returned to the U.S. and that néither he
nor any other members of his squadron could enlarge upon the story in the press.
He invited BSIG investigators to visit the Base, but, in keeping with the proce-
dure of the Group, it was deciddd not to undertake further investigations until
eye~witmesses could be produced and interviewed.
Almost as if to compensate for tle dlsapplntlng follow-up to the Bentwaters
case, on October Ist, the BSIG received a telephone cell from the occupant of
Ormesby Hall, Norfolk, requesting that they investigate strange and unexplained

noises that had been occurring in his house. From interviews tith the witnesses
it transpired that during the past 6 months various 'thuds' and 'bangs' had been

IO,

. As often stems to be the case, every so often
: a number of new and current ghoat stories seem to




heard on the staircase and in part of the first floor of the buildings. About
2 months earlier, the occupant together with a friend (one who was sleeping up
stairs and the other downstairs) simultaneoud;y heard a noise as if someone or
something was falling downstairs. They both rushed to tA&"®#&dircase but, to
their astonishment, found ncthing to account for the noise, A few nights later,
the occupant and another friend had just arrived home at around II.30pm and
were settling down to watch television, when they heard the sound of someone
Tunning the full length of the building up stairs - starting at one end, acrosa
- the landing and then continuing to the other end. The occupnat rushed upstairs
- thinking that burglars were in the building (he has a valuable collection of

- antiques) only to find the place completely empty. The whole business seems to
have culminated in an event that happened a few days before the occupant cont-
acted the BSIG., One of his secretaries wes alone in the house one morning-
waiting for some removal men to come and collected some furniture, She was in
‘the kitchen on the ground floor when she heard a noise "like someone rolling a
barrel about"in a bedroom that opens immediately onto the landing., Thinking
that the removal men had arrived, she went upstairs to ask them if they wanted
coffees when she.opened the bedroom door she found that the room was empty but
that the rolling noise was continuing; Very frightened, she rushed back down-
stairs and !phoned the occupant, He arrived not long after to find her in a
near hystericgl state. It was this incident that prompted him to contact the
BSIG to investigate the building.

A After an initial visit to the house by 2 investigators from Group on 7th
October, 4 investigators spent the weekend of I8/I9th October in the house,
where they set-up various 'controls! and monitoring equipment. The whole build-
ing was closely examined from Attic to basement — but nothing could be found
that might have produced the noises, Unfortunately, nothing out of the ordinary
happened during their visit and so the noises remnin as-enigmatic as they had
been before the visits However, since then, it seems as if nothing else has
happened. ' :

Another ghost. that cropped up ir
October was that of a Roman Catholic
Priest who was murdered 300 years ago
in Burys Hall, Ashill, Norfolk. The
story appeared in the Becclesg & Bungay

Journal of October IOth in-an advertis-—
ing feature regarding the opening of
Burys Hall as an Hotel, When the present
. owners of the Hall, Mr, & Mrs. Stange-

" land,first moved in they were told that
the Hall wes famous in the area for its
ghost - a claim that Mrs, Stangeland
dismissed, The Journal takes up the
story: "...now, however, she is convin-
ced..sIt appeared that in one room things started moving ruout. Une day a Cc*.pie
of months ago Mrs, Stangeland locked the door to the room and kept the only key
with her, After the cleaner reported hearing noises she unlocked the room end
went in. !The whole room had been turned upside down,' said Mrs. Stengeland, "I
had the police in and they said there was no way enybody could get in the room."
A fire screen, mirrors, ornaments, lampshades, a sofa and other items had been
disturbed. As a result of the experience representatives of the Society for Pyp-
chic Phenomena (?) visited the hall and expressed bellef that it had a polter_
geist,..Similar things have continued to happen since.,.,"

One of the most interesting stories to come the way of BSIG investigators
for a number of years, concerns the experience of a Lowestoft man on the new
Hopton bypass on the AI2 road a mile or so north of Lowestoft. At 5.I5pm on
November 23rd PC FRank Colby, who has been 29 years in the British Transport
- police, was driving back to Lowestoft with his wife. As the car reached the
southern section of the by-pass he saw what at.first he thought to be & man:

- crossing the dual carriageway in front of him. Mr. Colby described it es being
n,,about 5§ foot 6" or a little more, stocky in build and was wearing a calf-

IT,.




length shapeless garment, Its head was hunched into its shoulders and it eppear-
to have what I thought was very spiky hair. There appeare to be trousers or
some sort of thing onits legs but what caught my sye 2" I know it sounds daft-

- was its fantastically huge footvear, These boots were very‘blg end he was lift-
ing them up well as he plodded acroas."

Mr, Colby braked and remarked upon the figure to his w1fe, but she ceuld
not see it, The figure was just outside the range of his headlights, but ag it
crossed the cente-line, he rezlised that he could see it continuing through it.

" When the figure reached the central reservation it disappeared, Mr. Colby imme-
-diately stopped his car and examined the spot where the figure had disappesred.
There was nothing there, He then returned to his car and made notes of what he
had seen and drew a sketch ofLit..(Qopies_of both are now in the hands of Ivan
Bunn, to whom Mr., Colby gave full details of the epparition). Ivan contacted
the Lowestoft Journal asking if they were going to feature the story and if so

-7 would they inelude details of. the research into ghosts on this streteh of road

" . which e had. been collecting since I974. The result wag a first-class report
which appeared in the Lowestoft Journal of December 24th, with & repeat of the
story in the Sunday Express of December 28th, Both articles elicited a number
of new stories relating.to the ghost of a man on this stretch of road, together
with ‘one possible explanation as. to whom the ghost (assuming it is one) might
be, A follow-up article appeared in the Lowestoft Journal of January 2nd which
briefly outlined some 6f these other stories. A full report of Ivan Bunn's in-
vestigations will appear in the next edition of LANTERN,

Finelly, the last story took place on December 28th. Once agein it was on

~the AIR2 road, only this time some I5 miles to the south of Lowestoft just to

, the north of Blythburgh., At the junction of the AI2 end the AI45 to Beccles,

- the road swings sharply left as it apprpaches Blythburgh, It was on this unlit
bend at about 9.I5pm, Anne Clarke of Lowestoft was travelling with three comp-
anions to visit the White Hart ‘Inn, Blythburgh, Anne was sitting on the ba
seat of the car and as it turned the bend she saw what appeared to be a hoided
figure sitting on a fence across the road from the car. Wondering who might be
sitting in such an odd place at that time of night Anne watched the !figu

e8 they approached it. The figure then appeared to get down from the fence-and
walked to the edge of the road « followed by a second figure. Both were dress-
ed exactly the same - long cloaks with hoods pulled so far over their heads

i that no face was visible « both: figures appeared to be holding something in

. front of them in hands that were. clearly visible. Anne watched the figures un-

til the car had. passed them, she then turned her head around to look at them
out of the rear window and saw, much to her astonishment, that the roadside
was empty; the figures had disappearedl She immediately mentloned the figures
to the other occupents of the car, all of.whom said that-they had seen nothing,
Anne said that although the figures seemed solid enough and their welk ep-

peared to be purposeful, there was something Very strange and "un-real! about .

the whole episode,

_»-++++++++++++++++BOOKRE;'VIEW¢+++++++++++++++++

4+ GHOSTS OF TODAY by Andrew’ Green, Kaye Ward Ltd., 289pp - Illustrated, £5.25. +
+ This book is in tgazetteer! form, produced in much the same way as Mr,Green's*

. #* earlier publication Qur Haunted Kingdom (I973). The difference between this +

.. *+. latest volume and the latter is that Ghosts. of Today deals only with cases +
* of hauntings experienced dur;ng the last 20 years in England, Scotland aend +

* Weles. In all, 463 cases’are cited county by county in alphbetical order - +

+ with an addltlonal section at the end of the book on haunted Hospitals, For +

% East Anglians there are 6 cases from Cambridgeshire, 7 from Norfolk and I6 +

* from Suffolk - some of which will not be unfamiliar to LANTERN readers, +

+ I found this beok very interesting end a worthwhile edditionto any ‘ghost—*

+ hunters! bookshelvés, I suppose that those who equate the priee of s book to +

+ its size will say that Ghosts of Today is expensive, However, considering the*

*+ large amount of well-researched material contained in it, I consider it to '+

+ be excellent value, _ +

+ IAWB +
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From the Eastern Evening News, November 29th,,i980

'THE BIG NORFOLK DIM-OUT MYSTERY!
'wi¥® . The riddle of the great Norfolk dim-out was baffllng
4 power chiefs tonight, For the truth is they just don't
it I, & @¥.., know how it happened}
But the freak dim-out threw Norwich and most of Bast

Anglia into chaos, As power went haywire in the clty...
*Burglar alarms went off evrywhere and the police had to check them all

.4.+A Pensioner had to be rescued: frém a 1ift in Somerley old people’s home in

Somerleyton Street,

+Fifty . people were told to leave the ABC Clnema in Norwich and evening-rush
customers queued outside in the.cold until operations got back to normal.,

+George Melly's audience at the Theatre Royal began to arrive just as the lights
began to flicker -~ making it hard to find their way around. An emergency gen~
erator was put on,

_+A1l three TV stations went off the air, and

+Police radios failed,

‘A police spokesman said, "It was sheer chaos,"

(. And Norwich power distribution engineer Len Bacon sald "Several psople even

thought the Martians had comes I don'!t remember anythlng like it happening be-
fore, It was very strange and eerie - particularly because it affacted such a
wide area." The EEN newsroom even got a report of UFOs sighted over Thorpe

(the site of Norwich Power Station - Ed,) during ths dim-out., Sowhat went
wrong?

Electricity experts say the trouble was on the national grid, Some c1rcu1ts
feeding into Norwich failed, But the reason is o mystery. Two faults - both
unconnected - happened on 400,000-volt overhead lines within minutes of " each
other in different parts of East Anglia, "It won't be an easy job to fdand-out
exactly what happcned,” said a spokesman, "When they tripped, they tripyed lots
of other circuits, too, so there is plenty of work to be done. But it was very
unusual,.” '
The problems began about 7pm, Lights began to dim and flash - meking a specta-
cular sight in the city - Eastern Electricity's Norwich switchboard was jammed
with calls, Staff were called in specially to man the switchboard and cope
with hundreds of enquiries, A spokesman said, "Vast numbers" of engineecrs were
celled out. But Mr. Bacon said power was restored quite quickly, although there
were big fluctualians in voltage over a wide area of Norfolk and the rest of
East Anglia., The only supplies completely lost were at Cringleford, where the
sitb-~station automaticolly disconnected.

A police spokesman said: "It was a darned nuisance more then anything else."

Despite intensive inquiries the BSIG were unable to est#blish ‘tHe identi-
ty of whoever it was who reported seeing the UFOs over Thorpe on the night of
the bif dim-out. Howevery we have since received a report from o relicble sou-
rce that two inmate of Norw1ch Prison saw an unexplained light/object in the
sky at approx I0,45pm that same night, They first noticed that their radio was
crackling and, upon looking out of the north-facing window, saw.a "pulsating
orange star'which they compared with a double decker bus seen at about 5 miles
distance., The object was visible for about 30 seconds during which time it ex-
ecuted two manouvres both of which consisted of travelling horizontally, and
then upwards and backwards at an angle of 45° and then downwards at backswards
to finish at the starting points neither of the witnesses knew about the power
failure and the object wns seen in the opposite direction of Thorpe,

Two other reports have been sent in by John Copsey of NUFOIN, The first
is dated August 4th, I980 when an inhabitant of Wymondham, Norfolk, report see-
ing a star-like object that rapidly approached him and then receeded again and
disappeared. The seconded (undated) report came from a I5 year old Norwiwvh boy
(via Norwich Police) who reported seeing an object (shape, size & colour not
known - Ed,) which flew rapidly across the sky over Norwich from west to East.
A little while later he saw the same (or similar) object traverse the sky from
east to west,
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o Finally, o 'UFO! was| reported en Radio Norfolk on October 8th, I980 - it
seems probable though that this has since been identifiedy On the previous eve-
ning (Oct.7th) Pamela Monk of Old Buckenhom, Norfolk reported seeing a "Long
stream of fire" travelling straight towards her followed by a loud "boom" and
the roar of engines, At about the same time (I0.45pm) A Mr. Dennis Read, whilst

-driving possed !'Ketts Oak! near Wymondham, Norfolk on the AII, reported seeing

" a bright oronge glow in the sky "like a giant firewark" - it lasted for I0 sec-
onds and then disappeared, to be fullowed by an crange glew in the distance
from the ground, The 1rfurce loter claimed that this wos one of thc1r alrcraft
burning-up excess fuel.

This news item ¢n:Radio Norfolk was fcllewed by one cf their inevitable
'phone~ins! during. which another lady claimed tc have seen 'odd, lights! in the
sky -between Hopton and Lowestoft; and ‘encther perscn reported seeing a "hori-
zontal, white light" which hevered in the v1cln1ty cf the Thetford/Barnham Road.
It hoversd there .for about IO minutes befcre chunglng colour te orange and mo-
ving away §n the directicn-of Mildenhgll; -

S XXXXXXXXXXXX X XXX XX XX XXX XX XX XXXX
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EDTTOR'S NOTES = We have been 1nformed by V[rs. Dot Street of Lewestoft t‘mt, for
persongl reasons, she is unable -to continue as an active UFO investigator for
" theNUFOIN/BSIG in the Lowestoft, And that she wculd be grateful if reports
could ‘t)ae passed on to Mr, J.Copsey (Tel 0362 2487)ur Mr. P.Johnsen (tel 0263
823389
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~'RIGHT is another page from the EMSTEL 4{58?8&.3 o.Ip
series on PRESTEL which we v vune — .
hope will increase interest §nﬁ{?§ﬁ??ﬁ§ﬁﬁiwﬁﬁtr:.
in both the BSIG and. IANTERN PR ui PoS Al iiia U T HE T

~ +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
' The editor apologies to all

exchange magazines for the | : m— ' B '
-1‘9_(:‘}:-1;‘% édvgrts in this edit— . ﬁs well as mvestiaatmg ghost» ‘the
ion of LANTERN, This was due BSIG alsec carries out research into:

< 8olely to lack of space, and - - UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS (UFDs)

’ 1

a full page of lExchange Mag- .~ g _ ewTRA-SENSORY PERCEPTIOM (ESP)
ag“tles"’ill appear in the next. g _ Ey’| IMES (The alleged alignment
ecitlon, ~ - of ancient.sites).
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ . . - wITCHgRQFT, Contempbrarg and
The Sprlng Edition of LANTERN - . historical.
shofild be ready ‘for distribu- 1 - AbP‘IRITUﬁLISM AND MEDIUMS.
tion in APRIL I98I - the Gods m - FORTEAMA (oddities and curiosities
villingl. : of the natural world).
-l-+++++++++++++-t++++++++++++++++ 8 - FOLKLDRE AND LEGENDS.

: pecially‘ that °f a financial - Ghos ts Index 9 : Norfolk'_,lnfo o

~ nature, If you are a regular
.reader. and don't subscribe to :
LANTERN, why' ot take out a regular subscription (only i,I 20 for 4, 1ssues) a.nd
as well as bemg assured of -your copy of LANTERN, help us to have the cash to
plan ahead? If you do subscribe to LANTERN, encourage your frlends to subscribe,
Finally, the Editor would like to take’ thls opportunity to wish a1l LANTERN

- readers a rether belated "Happy and Prosperous New Yea:" and to thank them for

- their very valued support during I980 - T, anks. .

"SUBSCRIPTION REIEWALS IF 4 'X! APPEARS IN THE BOX BELOI THEN YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
© TO. LANTERN ‘IS -DUE FOR RENEWAL; U;K. SUB (4ISSUES )" IS £I,20.” OVERSEAS: EUROPE -
PLEASE SEND UK EQUIVILANT. USA AND EISEWIERE 5 Dollhrs, Please send internat-
1onal money order or b:.lls. o cheqaes please),
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