
INTRODUCrfiON 

As this edition of LANTERN coincic:. ..... th the IC"' .. n anniversary of the 
... Borderline Science Investigation Group .• and to mark this auspices occasion, 

· , Mike Burgess (·a ·rounder member of the Group ) has compiled a brief history of 
· :hhe Group and, in.particular, LANTERN. We include"in this Intr�duction as e. 

· fitting opening to this IOth Birthday edition of LANTERl'f. 
£ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

On the afternoon· of Wednesday, January I3th, I97I, about half-a-dozen 
.people vrUh similar interests gathered round a table in the library of the 
Gra:mmar/Denes Hi�h School in LO,·:'Bstoft and laid the foundations of a rema.rkable 
society. Accordi�g to the min�tes of that meetl.ng, recorded by Riehe.rd A. Hax­
ell,·most of the time was Sf'en:t in deciding on_a·name for the group. Suggest­
ions ranged from the ridiculous to the sublime (one favoured name was the Para­
normal Investig:1tions Society - but unfortunately, that was seen to abbreviate 
awkwardly as P .I.S. and was dropped I) but finally Richard: s own suggestion was 
adopted, and thus we became, for bettGr or worse, the BORDERLINE SCIENCE IN-
VESTIGATION GROUP (B.S.I.G.). . 

The aims of the BSIG, which have never changed, were formalised later as 
being to discover, inve·stigate and document all manner of unexplained and un­
usual phenomena in EAST ANGLIA, with th'3 added proviso that it be done in "as 
scientifj c.. and unbiased mar+ner as possibl.e11• Considering that most of us Nere 
around·; 17 yAars old at the time,· perhaps it is not· suprising that several of 
the early investigations fell somewhat short of those ideals! Less than four months··�tE;r. th2.t' activity; an all-night vigil in the echoing corridors of I..6w­
estoft: Tow,ri Hall, vainly searching for a non-existent ghost with the most prim­
itive of �quipmint,- ucd five days later,. the first 1sk:yv.'a.tch:, on wliic� virtually 
every meteor, s�ctellite and 'plane was· greeted vri.th cries of 11It'.s a UFOt" 
Time and �;x:petience soon modified the Group Is natural exuberance_ • .  

In I)ecernber that came year,' I97I, LANTERN No.I was published, a foolscap 
magazine _ _  of .·20 pagf=ls, duplicat·ed O{L the School 1s ovm machine, an ms.inly for 
the use .of, the inombersh:tp (at· that time, 23) and friends. Its eo tent, edited 
by Nigel· C61man,. was markedly different to that of toda:rs LANTE • Little of. it .. 
was concerned w'ith East Anglia, .. mch ms speculative, and some o it was decid­
edly 'esoteric' .. Hording and illus�ra�ion in both �-Js. I and 2 s ow that the 
Group had yet to emerge from the-�' flower-power t er,;. (indeed some copies of No. I 
had an actual dried-leaf pressed between the pages - truly a col ector's itemt) 
That very ft;rsi!issue cost the princely sum of £4.6I to produce, and only £4.20 
was returned in saled! · 

. 
By the "time of LAl�TER.N. No.2 (it was delayed, and finally emerged in August I972) BSIG h�d completed 33 activities; ranging from ghost-watches and SKY­

watches, through investigations of many UFO sightings, to experiments in ESP, 
astral projec:tion,� magic and dowsing_. and a certain amount of 'professionalism' 
was beginning tQ assert itself in the Group. BSIG had then coalesced into fAir­
ly distinct sub-sections, each with its own group--head, dealing with psychical 
research, UFOs,_ the <?Ccult, and one hangover from earlier days- the1Thought 
Group'. The lP.tter's aims were al�ys ill-defined, but it deal; generally with 
the analysis and correlation of data from the other sections, plus consideration 
of the more tmetaphsycal' aspects of �he unexplained. 

Between LANTERNs 2. and 3 was a gap of well over a year. Difficulties in 
production, contributions, and of course costs, served to delay its appearance 
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until the Autumn of 1973, by which time it had undergone radical change s . A'cc-
. ording to the Newsletter of November 1972, it had been decided to change th� 

name of the magazine to ICandlewax', but this was never put into effect. Three 
months later, the Newsletter ended: 11At the present moment we have no method 
of producing ·the next edition of the magazine, except to have it done commerci­
ally, and this would prove to be too expensive from our fundal point ofview •• � 
unfortunately, it seems that until we can find a cheap way to get the magazine 
printed, no further process can be made with it." And there, for many months, 
the matter rested. In the interim all the 'driving-force' of the. membership had 
lef t school, and the communications link -was broken. LANTERN appeared again in 
the Autumn under the edttbrship of Denis J. Fletcher and Ivan A.W.Bunn, and was 
indeed commercially printed. Its content was more topical, regional and varied, 
and despite an initial financial loss was hailed a success by all concerned. 

From No.8 (Winter I974) two changes occurred: in accordance with the met;.. 
rication of paper, LANTERN was reduced to A4 size, and Ivan Bunn assumed sole 
editorship, which position he has held ever since. In I976 the cost of print­
ing increased drastically, and the magazine was forced to revert to duplicated 
format, but with a pho'tt>-litho cover. Between Nos. 20 and 28 an extra page of 
litho work was included regularly, mainly to facillitate better illustrntfonsi 
But as from No.29, again because of rising costs, .all photo.:.:litho work had been 

. dropped, and lANTERN is now duplicated throughout, with the cover, titles and 
illustrations being electrO-stencilled. 

LANTERN remains, as from its inception, the only magazine dealing with the 
unexplained' in East Anglia, andsubscribers can be found in all parts of the 
world� .As with the BSIG itself, LANTERN now concerns itself less With current 
investigations than with researched material. The early days of bof,h were fil-

··.led with hectic activity, much of which could have benefitted f rom a l�ss has­
ty, considered approach - but the groundwork was laid down for a solid; exoter­
ic group and journal whose status, capabilities and expertise are, in my own 
.view, unparallelled. It is to the lasting astonishment of all that BSIG has endured for IO years, despite the numerous upheavals which it has �ncountered. 

· LANTERN has lasted for 9 years, and is likely to continue even if the Group 
itself should ever fade away (the gods forbidt ) .; 'It has earned itself a place 
in the hearts of many people, not least for thos� ;,.;ho have a hand in putting it 

'together - though I 1m not sure anyone could say exactly why they feel this way. 
As I-van Bunn said in No.3I, 11After all, lantern is •• • well. •• its4i,LANTERNI 

Here1s to the next ten yearsl 

tn4orJflation supp-lied by 
BORDERLI�E St.IE�CE 
.l NVEST I GAll ON GROUP · .. 

Norfolk Info 9 
... 
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B.S,I,G. ON PRESTEL. 
During the month of December 
information concerning BSIG, 
and LANTERN was put into the 
PRESTEL view-data system for 
general availability to the 
public. At present 17 'pages' 
of information are available 
dealing primarily with the 
investigation of ghosts in 
East Anglia - but it is hoped 

in the near future to extend 
· the information to cover oth­

er aspects of the Groupls ac­
tivity. The service is being 
provided by'Easte11 and tha 
number to call if you have 
access to PRESTEL is 40878. 

Left is the 'title' index 
page showing the information 
so far available. 
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In pl'evious issues of 
LANTERN Michool ·Burgess has writ­
ten of the Rev, Arthur Cros s and 
his letter to the Eastern Daily 
Press on the geomancy of Norfolk. (I) Arthur Cross was in fact one 
of the first members of the Stra­
ight Track Club and in the three 
years I927 - I9�9 regularly con­
tributed to the Club1s Portfolios. 

<!Earlp <fast £lngltan 
ANTIQUARIANS 

4: The Rev. Arthur Cross , (2) Each Portfolio consists of a 
collection of members! papaers, 
together with the remarks and corn.. 
menta added during the Portfolio:s 
circulation. Most of the Portfol ... 
ios are now held at Hereford Libra� 
ary and a guide to this collection 
is available(3). The guide hoqever gives 
title of each paper and the following notes 

and the 
Straight Track Club 

merely the 
will1 I hope, 

give a better idea of Cross's viet-�s and re.searches; 
I must apologise in advance for the errors that b9 be found 

in the place-names given. Cross Is hand1,r,ri ting is far fro'n clear and not being 
familiar with the area concerned, I may well have mis-road some names. 

Abbreviations Used: 
PF- Portfolio, P - Paper. Q - Query. c - circa, ST Straight Track (this 
term, rather than 'ley r, was generally used in the early PFs). ? .;.. used where 
a word is indecipherable. 

I. PFI, P4: GateJ,y.,_JJorfol¥;_ c' :Met"ch I927 
A study of Norfolk church alignments describing two 11clusters11 of align­
ments, one around Elham and the other around Caistor. "Secondary Clusterstt 
are also described, with a map of an example centred on Gately, with the 
sites (from rtorth, clockwise ) : Kettlestone, vJood Norton1 Guist, Bin tree, 
Elham, Bilney, Bittering� Horningtoft, Whissonsett, Oxwick, Toftress and 

_Hampton. ·· 

There is also a diagram of a ST through Gately - Kett;estone, Fox Hill, 
May Green, Ryburgh, Hill Farm, Gately Church, ? Hall, Silvers.tone F,9rm, 
smithy, moat, Hall Farm and Bilney church., 
Remarks) · 

The paper elicited praise from Alfred Watkins. Hov�ever Major Tyler 
noted on the diagram "" "This is not accurate by the map,11 

2. PFI, QI: Has the Religion of Pri�itive Races any Bear�g on __ t�� ST Theory? 
3 .. PFI, Q2: Were STs Laid by an earlier Race and Bloc�cd by a leter? 

Cross notes the Korean Belief that evil spirits can only travel in straight 
lines and that short walls were sorrstimes bui l_t to interrupt straightness 
in paths etc. Cross then suggests that a race of men laid out the STs due 
to a belief similar to the Korean one described. 
Remarks: 

The various replies generr.lly posit that tradks s tra.igh tness was 
simply a reflection of ta1dng the 2h:::>rtest distance b�tvreen sites,. Alfred 
Watkins noted how Christian churches often blocked tracks a suggested a 
likeness to the Chinese situation in. which ancient geomantic treditions 
�re no longer respected, and often thought evil. 

4• PFI : Remar�fL_P.n Pe.pe.r IO: 
The Paper concerned a 'f.1' like intscription on a stone near Matlock; Cross 
suggested the stone could be a boundary markc�, like a stone he had seen 
on the Yorkshire Noors, marked with a 1Qr vrhich he found mar:md the boun­
dary of Goathland parish. 
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0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0· 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 
o FROM: 'LO�FT JOURNAL' Augus t Ist, I980 . . o 
0 Unidentified falling objects in <;>ulton Broad have ·haci weather experts puee-O 
0 led. Small balls of sand dropped out of the skY on to·parts of Oulton Broad0 
0 on Thursday week. But no one �eems to quite know 'tllhY. The weather �apart- 0 
0 ment of the University of Eagt Anglia could not come up with a watertight o 
�. ansl.<Jer. 11Without analysing the. sand, 11 said Mr. Chria Sear, 11�d studying 0 

the lie of the land, it -would be very diffi.cult to--say." He thought it • O 

0 could have been from the local beache·s - lifted and then dropped by e. o 

0 mini whirlwind. nBut whatever it was, 11 he concluded, 11.it was very unusual.110 
0 The Waveney Council 1-1aether experts, . on the other hand, belive. the 0 
0 small balls of sand travelled a bit further than the few mile.s · from the 0 

0 sea to the broad. As far as they ·are concerned the s�nd could hS,ve- begun ° 
0 its journey about 2500 miles a� - on the Sahara Desert. · 0 
0 11It is reassonably common", said 1'1r. White, "for south-east winds - 0 
0 as they were on Thursday night -..:. to carry sand all the way from North Af- O 
0 rica. Hoisture binds the sand t·ogether into balls,· and later, witb changes o 
0 of temperature, drops them again," he said. As if we didn't have enough · 0 
0 sand here already - without importing it from Algeria. 0 
0 0 
o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o .o o o ·o o o o-o o o o o o o o o o o 
REV • ARTHUR CROSS - contd. 
5 • PFI: Remarks on Paper

· IJ. 
_ 

c M3.yi927 · 

This wide-ranging paper covered amongst other. things,' mounds, gradients, 
Water-sheds and water crossing poin�s. Cross descrites a long low mound in 
Brisley (Norfolk ) called 'The.Heol', situated on low ground at the c<:>mmenc-
ement of a gradual incline. · 

·-

6. PF2, P4.: Potton Church, Beds . ... ST Sanday to B.Oyston. 2 June I927 
Cro

-ss refers to the church cluster around Gately, and describes a Similar 
cluster around Pot ton, An Accompanying map shows_ (from north, clockwise); 
Gamlingay, Cockayne Ha tley, \ire s tlingworth, Eye worth, Sut ton, Sang�, 
Everton and a ruined church all centred on Potton. 

-
. 

He also give s a nearby ST - Redstone Hill, Gyworth Church, hill top, Guil­
den Morden Church, Hall and moat, Lithlington Church, Royston Church and 
Btirloes Hill top • .  

Remarks: 
Major Tyler linked the clusters to 11an original land survey, and mentioned 

w. Evans r 'Meini Hirion and .Sarns Angleseyt as als.o demomstrating the ex-,­
istance of prehistoric surveying. · · 

•: 
' Alfred Watkins commented, 11I wish Mr, Cross would make more plain- whether.'-­

his place names on his excellent charta are rea11y_-�_good 1-eY mark 'POints or 
non.

·
n 

. . . .  ·� 

7. PF2, P5 : Straight Tnck Througft� Amesbur.i.- .3 June I927 ·· 

A ST is described passing throughEastbury, Chiabuey, Amesbu·ry bridg�, .. 
_ _  .B'ishopst.one,- Bad bury Ring, Bailey .Ga. te, to- _Flo-wers· :S�row on the coast�-­

There is· ·also a diagram of an isosceles triangle - Avebury, Stonehenge,­
Silchester- with a comment that the base distance, 11-approx�mately 20 R,o..;. 
man units of meas-Bremant",. is found again and again between important sites. 
=..:Re�ma�r;;.;ks : · --· 

· · 

. ·• --
--=- -.-.- , . 

Alfred Watkins urged c.aution when constructing· geometric'figurea, pointing 
·out that \-Therever 2 leys cross there is -i ot: an isosceles triangle • .  _ . ·· 

Douglas 1:Jintle added _an exten�ive note, drawing heavily from Ha�old .&yley(s 
ideas of Phoenician influences in Britain. 

8. PFJ, :P3: Shefford Ley. . . . . . 26 .. J�e .I?27 . 
Cross presents a map with some pates; describing a: .9 .. Gh1Jl'ch·ley ,..;;. She!ford, 
Newton Farm, Eyeworth, Tadlow, Croydon, .·Arrington, 'Win).pola, Little Eversden, 
tumulus, br�_dge, Bar�on, tumul.us, bridge, Cambridge. 
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9. 

Remarks: 
A.E.Christy noted that the ley runs in the direction of the Mayday sunrise. 

I6 June I927 
A further a.'1alysh ol' the Avebury, Stonehenge, Silchester triangle descr­
ibed in PF2. P5, <?xpanded to include Oxford, Readin�=S, \vaylands Smithy,Old 
Sarum, OJ.s Winchester Hill a.nd two sites called Seven Barrows (one approx 
IO miles SIJ of Silchoster, the other approx 23 miles NW of Silchester) • 

Rem§!·.!�£ : 
This paper stimulated some controversy, with several members commenting 
more than onc-e. Major Tyler noted that the geometric �-····•··�. o 

• � attributes of the plan were in accordance with what • • ·  
' 

tl, 1 would be expected from the Roman system of centuria.- t • • • • 
.. , . tion. He emphasised how figures suca as circles and \, ,' ·� , 

triangles could be derived from a regular survey:- t •• -e·' .= -4- -t 
AlfrE:.d vJatkins displayed scepticism of triangles etc., 
and noted how no tessellation or grid had been satisfactorily demonstrated. 

c December !927 
Cross notep how mrtrket :-.owns 11frequently11 lie equidistant from one another, 
e.go in Norfolk - Dereham to Fakenham, Swaffham and Wymongham. Cross com­
ments, that there is ·no reason why STs should not connect with other feat­
ures and suggests that a civilisation other than Egyptian, Roman or Druidic 
could have been responsible for the ST. 

II. PFJ: Rem_§.rks_oJ?..l:.oJ�f.z:.f·. c December !927 
This pnper concerned thA menhirs o.!" '.nglesey. Cross remerks on the simil­
arity of the :hstsd menhirs: to the statues of East(or Island. 

( 

I2. PF3: Remark�'Lf.?-;:�r_II� c December !927 
The paper concerned a ley across Dartmoor. Cr�ss comments that the track 
being laid out by travelle::-s is most unlikely, as it crosses the. river. 3 
times, vrhen a slight detour' would produce ·a: far easier rollte with only I 
rive1· cross·Lng. 

IJ. PFJ: E�:.ll!�!k�Jn PP per I2: c December I927 
This paper by N. vJoodhead concerned the extent of primitive forest. Cross 

briefly commented, "Interesting and illuminating paper.11 

I4. PF4: ���rks on Paper I- c M9.rch I928 · 

I5. 

The paper concerned roadside markstones a.nd featured an illustration of a 
stonG embedded by a house. Cross .::-elates hov he had previously thought of 
such stones as stirrup r.tones used for mounting, but that in future he 
would check for their presence on alignments,. 

PF4: �arks on Pa,�r Ig_. 
The paper 0:1 'Pil:J_ar Worshippers 1 mentioned groupings 
of d0 ts as �r-u.idic symboJ.s. 
Cross illustrates examples he had seen in churches 
which had bsen described as penance marks erg.:-

23 March I928 

• • • • 
• • 

., 

• • • • 

• 
•" #At Barnham 

I6. PFfj, Le:y_; Tur.:y��edR_. I2 M9.rch !928 
Cross ives a map and brief notes on two intersecti.ng Leys :-
i). S t; ke Goldington, Weston Under;,rood, Cl if ton Reyr:.:�, Ne-wton Lodge, Cold 
Brayfi ld� Turvey,. .Great Oa1cs, Gh•.1rch H·)lme • .  Milton Mill, Ravensden Grange, 
York I"-.rm, 
ii). H v?rr.,"�m. Little Linford, mill, site of church, Emberton, ·manor, Cli,.. 
fton ynes, Laven('on. 

5. 



REV,:.AJ}.T}:UR CROSS -�contd, 
Remarks: · 

Major T,yler commented that map references would facilitate confirmation of Leys� 

I9. 

PF5, P6: Ley :Ampthill, Bedfordshire. 5 February !928 

Cross gives a 29 mile long ley:� Bradwll, Gt, Woolstone, Milton Keyries, 
Salford, Lidlington, Ampthill, Maulden, Clophill, Campton, bridge, Ne�ham, 
tumulii. 

' 

There were no remarks. 
! 

PF5, P7: Norfolk- Noted sites. I2 Mare� I928 
Cross gives a map of "practically all the important sites11 in Eadt Anglia, 
�th various alignments marked on it. Two primary alignments arejsho�� 
i). Kings Lynn, Castle Acre, Newton, Gt. Dunham, Wendling, Matti�hall 
Burgh, Norwich, Burgh Castle, ii). Brancaater, Castle Acre, The�ford. 
The section of alignment i. between Kings Lynn and Norwich is t�ated as 
the diaglimal of the top.-most of two squares- (vertices: Warha.m, Norwich, 
Dunwi.ch, "Bramfors? Stone, Thetford and Kings lzy'nn) • ! 

Cross refers :bo 11an authority in Norwich11 (P.A.Nash) being of.the opin­
ion that squares and diagonals were the basis of early land survey. Cross 
also comments on the alignment of old manor houses and suggests a link·be­
tween "manor'' and "maen-hir" 1 the term used for markstones in Welsh. As 
for markstones as such, Cross states that there are few in East · Anglia, 
but that those in Dutt r s book(6.) "approximate to alignments". 
Remarks : 
Major Tyler stated that he thought further analysis worthwhile and that 
geometric patterns were clear evidence of design. H.M.Cobbold alternatively 
stated that leys �eing stright �re bound to form regular patterns� 

PF5, PS: Silchester- Position of Church, 9 April 19�8 
Cross gives a plan of Silchester and comments thet no physical(Cont• on p,7) 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + BOOK REVIEW+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
z PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE UNKNOWN by Robert Rickard and Richard Kelly; I44PPt 300t- + 

+ photographs. New English Library, £7.95. + 

+ Nothing - except a personal encounter with the unexplained - shakes ones seeP-+ 
+ ticism more than a photograph and the photographs in this book, some of which + 
+ have never been published before (or so says the jacket blurb), are enough + 
+ to give you the shivers. The sense of 1,.10nder does tend to diminish after you + 
+ have been through the book a couple of times and scepticism reasserts itself + 
+ with a gentle reminder that photos can be and are faked. Fabrications are of- + 

+ ten produced for fun, sometimes with the deliberate intention to deceive and + 
+ occasionally by accident as the result of a camera malfunction. There are al- � 
+ so cases of ordinary objects photographed under unusua� conditions or from + 

+ an odd angle being mistaken for, say, a UFO, and there is a chance tha� inter-+ 
+ pretation can be influenced by preconceptions; a disturbance on the surface + 

+ of a lake would probably go unnoticed, but if the lake happens to be Loch + 

+ Ness.... + 
+ It is easy to be sceptical of photographs and although I beleive that a book+. 
+ should be judged by its c ontents and not by what the reviewei' thinks it + 
+ should c ontain, I have to say that I think this one would have benefitted + 

+ from more text relating to the authenticity of the material, particularly the + 
+ authorsr own opinions, and to the available methods of analysing photographs. + 

+ However, despite this criticism the book remains a fascinating survey of pho- + 
+ tographic:eyidence of· the paranormal and although £7.95 is a lot top� in + 
+ these hard times you could easily spend your money less rewardingly. + 
+ In short, if you are a serious student of the unexplained then this book + 
+ should be up there on your bookshelf . + 
+ Paul Begg. + 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + ++ 
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REV. ARTHU�R CRQ§S -CSJn+g_: 
features can explain the polygonal walls. He suggests that there may have 
been a radiating pattern of sites centred on Silchester church (similar 
to ones previously described at Gately and Potton) and that the wall ver­
tices were placed on these sites. 
Remarks: AlfrodWatl:ins pointed out tha.t the poiition of Silchester Church, in re­
lation to the 1-Jalls had been fully described in llThe Old S traight Track:. 

PF5, ����s on Paper 4: 12 January 1929 
The paper concerned the orientation of Leys. Cross questions 1--1hy no north­
south or east-west leys are found. 
He a.lso comments on the use of towns as confirmation points on long dist­
ance leys� He suggests that they be treated as confirmatory only, as the 
close proximity of ancient sites in old tO\.ms reduces the sites: "proof 
value11 • He also sugges"".e that in to\m.S the rebuildlng of churches, possi­
bly off the original site, often occured. 

4I. PF7, P3: Caistor C§.mp, Norfolk. 2I july 1928 
I. Cutting from the Eastern Deily Press - photograph of n ph2ntom lines" 
in growing corn at Caistor Camp, with nn article by Percy lJqsh. 
I1. Remarks by Cros1 - He discusses Nash1s views cf e.nchmt survey, and 
the positions of ancient sites in Fast Anglia. Cross gives a diagram of 
the area ehowing various alignment::, also a diagr2.m sho\-ring ho-vr a survey 
might have included circles. The latter diagram shows three circles, i. 
and ii. be:Lng interconnected:- (frcn north, clocl-c.,Jise) 
i. Roman Camp, Tasburgh, Ickburgh, Castle Rising, B:tancaster. 
ii. Smallburgh, Burgh, Blyburgh5 vJJ-verstone, Thetford, Foxburgh. 
iii. Nor1>Jich, Rumburgh, B�rgh� Castle Hedingha'11, Chesterton, Castle Rising, 
- centred on Thetford. 
Rem�rks: 
Ma,i or Tylsr queries the place of pro-Roman s.i tes in Nash 1 s ideas of Roman survey. 

22. PF?.: Bel'l!arks on :r�.:. C. November 1928 
Cross replied to ?b.j or Tyler, 111 am of the. opinion that veTy mo.ny sites 
and alignments co:n,uonly c:.assed as Rom<:tn, or British are of earlier ori .• 

gin • • •  that there are overlapping ancient snrvc�·s or lay--outs, appe<:J.rs 
probable from observed facts11• 
Alfred Watkins com.:nented critically upon Ne.sh's id8aS: nrvrr. Nash's acc­
ount •• • shows no connection between the well known l.e"rout of a Homan Set­
tlement by aligmnent and his supposed discovGry of a system?.tic lay out 
of the .whole countryside11• He later added a note that tLG I929 excavations 
supported his criticism of Nash·s interpl'etation. 

23. PF7, P4: E_�nlf:J.nd Tracks. 30 Septc:-r1ber I928 
Cross didcuss<:· s ho':J the landscape of East An�Slia m1st hAve differed be­
fore the draining of the Frns, He g:Lves t-\.Jo STs that might have bePn used 
in ancient times:-
i. Langham, Bridge Castletcn, Tallington, Peakirk, Thorney Abbey, Cold 
Heart, Nordelph, Fordham, Diddington, Langford, Tottington, Brccclesu ii. Fotheringay Castle, Chesterton, Stangro'md, Rirgs End, F.::iday Bridge, 
Holme, Titterhill� C as tle A�rG. 
Remarks: 

M9.jor Tyler suggested tl1at "With the k:nm.Jn land sinkage, me.rahes may have 
been dry land c 3000 be. 

24. PF7, P$: Ea§t De_!'�p.z.m, Norfolk. I October !928 
Cross describes a 11curiosityn in the siting of churches equ:distantly 
around Dereham- i.e. Hoe, Yaxham and vlestfield all two miles away,and 

7. 



+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + .+ + + +BOOK REVIEW+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + ++ 

+ FOLKTAIES AND LEGENDS OF NO;RFOLK by G .M .Dixon. 72 pp . Mini� Books, £!. 50.  + 

++A small, s oftcover publicat i on wi t h  s ome qui te nice dra-vd.ngs, but damned eJG.o + 

+ pensive for a motley c ollec t i on of very �11-know.n, of ten-told, ininspiring + 

+ ghost s t ories and tale s . Told in ' popular f (tha t  is to sat scanty and inacc- + 
+ urate ) s tyle , only two of the tales here in are comple tely unknown to me (and + 
+ mos t other people ) ,  being a rather dubious acc ount of the • Green Man oft No� + 
+ ich ' ,  and the ' Shrieking Pit ' of Northre pps , not to be confused Yith the very + 
+ different 1 S hrieking Pits ' of Aylmerton .  I think tha t if I read ma� more ver-+ 
+ sions of the IPedlar uf Swaffham • ,  the ' P otter Heigham Drummer ' ,  or th& 1 Happis-+ 
+ burgh Smuggler ' ,  I s hall go quie tly mad l Three page s of totally non-folkloric + 
+ his torical mate rial c oncerning Boadicea dull the senses before her ! legendary + 
+ burial place a t  Qidenham is even mentione d .  + 

+ S tating blandly tha t  the origin of the apparition of ! Black - Shuck ' came about + 
+ on the night of January 28, I709 is going a l i t tle too far methinks ; and the + 
+ s tatement that 11 a st ory has never be en told of a man who has e sca p$d the j aws + 
+ of Black Shuc�' , reveals the author ' s  unfamiliarity with the legends 4 Errors + 

+ are fre quent, and no t s imply printing errors e i the r .  In his ac count of S t .  + 

+ Edmund, Dixon says. that he was cro'Wile d a t  'BBure s (later Bury S t .  Edmunds ) " . + 

+ r •, s o rry, but Bures was and still is s imply Bure s . For a supposedly Norfolk + 

+ man to SS¥ tha t  Hoxne is " ne ar Dere ham" is atrocious : And it was not a " monk'' + 
+ who w.s given the duty of c aring for Edmund t s body, it was a 6ame named Ostdn. + 
+ Dixon claims \hat the iron ring in the tale of Callo'W P i t  · 11 forms the handle + 

+ of the disused church in t he small village of S outhwoo�' . Unfo rt nately, as I + 
+ have seen for �self, the church i s  totally windowle s s ,  doorle s s  and roofles s  + 
+ - s o  where i s  the " handle" ? + 
+ All in all a damn poo r book, wi th no s ource s , c redi t s ,  bibliography, index + 

+ or i.nt�oduction, and no t worth a penny more than 50p - Harsh. maybe , bu t true , + 
+ Hi.c hael �l . Burgess + 
+ + + + + ... + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + ++ 

:REV , A RI'HUR CROSS - c ontd . 

Scarning only 2t mile s dis tant . C ross also de scribe s St.  Withburga ' s  Well 
in Dereham c hurc hyard . 
Remarks : 
The remarks compare the well to S t ,  Winifred ' s  Well (Holywell ) .  

25 . PF7 : &marks on Paper 7 .  c November I92S 
The paper concerned the date of mounds, tracks e tc .  Cross notes the t in 
Norfolk the re 'are no l inks between Ne oli thic finds and STs, and sugge s t s  
that STs date from the Megalit hic era .  

26, PF7 : Remarks on Papa;: IO . c November I928 

27;,  

The paper c oncerned Roman roads and STs and gave an example , Cross c om­
ments , " I  marked this ley on iny map long ago f rom Dorche s ter t o  Yeovil, 
the cont ributor has extended i t  further to Sowert on" . 

PF8 : Remarks on Paper 5 .  c February !929 
The paper de scribed leys around Hemel Hemps tead church, C ross note s that 
working on a map of the area had produced very s imilar resul ts and c omm­
ents that the wi te r (C harles Mayo ) had - " alighte d upon one of those 
g roups , or c ons tellations , of churche s ,  linked up with one an o t her, but 
qui te unc onne c ted "fi t h  neighbouring groups . "  

28 , PF1, P2 : C ais tor Air Photograph .  · c '' l-hrch !929 
C ross c ontributed cutt ings from the Eas tern Daily Press of Marc h  4, I929 
relating to the excavation of Cais tor Camp . 
Remarks : 
The first three remarks c oncerned the placement on map symbols . Guy Lidd­
ell sugge s ted two leys ; i ) .  Mulbart on C hurch, Cais tor Camp, Bixley Church, ii ) .  Newton Flo tman, C ai s t or Camp C hurch, Trowse Ne wton .  

(c ont inued on p. 9 ) 
8 .  



REV, ARI'HUR C ROSS - c ontd , from page 

29. 

32 • 

3.3 . 

' <>" ' - ·'{· \• • PF9i Remarks on Paper 2 .  · · I5 June !929 
Cross gives a diagram showing a c ircular arrangement of site s ;  the cir­
cle ' s  Oentre being to the south of Gais tor Camp - (from north, clockwise ) 
Arminghall C hurch, Poringland, hall, hall, Flordon . church, hall; road 
interse�tion, Brac on Ash church, 1ntwood c hurch, Harford cros s-roads . 
There follows a note from A lfred Watkins pointing out that only three of 
the si te s  are ac tually on the given circle . 

PF9, P4:  Hemel Hemps tead , 18 Marc h !929 
Cross attempts to show a cluster of church al ignments centred on Hemel 
Hempstead and gives a diagram showing the alignments .  Cros s also comments 
upon ths lack of relation between pre sent dcy towrts·�·and ·t-n.r,r clu-stai' rays , 

PF9, P5 : Hatfield, Her ts . I8 Marc h  1929 
Cross give s a map · and no tes on a cluster of church a lignments : centred on 
Hatfield and a sec ondary clus ter aroUnd Wel�n. He discusses : the possible 
relationship be tween the Hatfield and Hemel Hemps te ad centres and co:rnm­
ents upon their equidis tance from S t .  Albans ca�hedral . 

PF9, PT: Biddenham, Beds . c March 1929 
G ross gives a map and notes on a cluster of c hurch alignments centted on 
Bidd?nham and a secondary clus ter around Goldington. Cros s remarks on 
Biddenham l s · importance as a prehis toric s i te . 

:PF9, . F'1 : Summary of Observat ions , c March !929 
I) ; i ,  !f Roman site s  examined, triangular pat terns found rat her than STs . 

ii . If Neolithic site s examined, no patterns found . 
iii • If modern towns examined, no patterns found . 

ST sites the refore belong to a special his torical ere subsequent to the 
· Neolithic, but pre-Roman . 

·· II ) : If every church on a map of a large area is marked, groups of clus­
ters are found . 
III ) : Although the direc tion of leys appears haphazard there e.re certain 
points 11 suggestive of s ome thing" . 

i .  Lines due north or south are absent . 
ii . �s t general direc tion i s  SE-NW or NE - SW. 
iih Parallel line s are frequently found over long distance s ,  
iv . Site s not infrequently fo:rm isos c�le s t!'iangl�s .  � · · 

V i  Site s. never f o rm  s quare s .  
vi • Site s  of ten lie in a circle around a central site .  

IV ) : In agroup, equal dis tances be t��en . sites are found . V) : The sun- rise ley theory would apply to certa:i,n line s ,  but is not gen-
erally applicable . · 

. mar on Pa r 4 - • . . . . 

Maj or ' ler rei terated his· views on a ·square based survey . Alf!"ed . Wat kins 
described Cross 1 s  work as i' a very promising field of investigation" . 

r ' r 

PF9 : :4marks on Paper 8 .  1 2  June !929 
The _pafer. c onc

.

erned Devonsh·i. re ali�nments . Cr. oss  gives t. hree
. 
dia.gr. a.m.s -

i ,  A c rcula.r alignment (from eas t  clock¥1-se ) :  S tockle igh, Upton Hal, 
Cla.mna Borough, c hap&£, Three Hammers, Thelbridge, Washford, Puddington, 
ii . A circular alignment (from east clockwise ) : Mill Cross ,  Upton Hel, San(ifoF, Beacon Cross, Sa.ndford A sh, Morchard, Wonham, Puddington, �ug-
hil , . . 

. iii�A map of Tiverton·  area with a grid of parallel alignments . . 
G .  . dfell and .Admiral Sommerville in later remarks emphasisied the prs,.. 
o ti al . difficul tie s in su.rveying circular alignments . Alfred. Watkins dis­
missed the circles and s tated : " they do not beer out s tric t investiga tion, " 

I 9.  
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:: .._ '/,�) � J�EV; .ARl'HUR CROSS, contd. · 
,.. ::}.-'ff�,. .. 

· 35 � :PFip, Note 4 :  Norfolk EWtib\.rork Aligfimen ts .  
· 'A /���19-s· of cut tings c ontributed by C ross f,rom 

i .  The Importance of Tasburgh Camp ... W ;.A  .Dutt . 
ii.  Evidenbe of � Great Plan - W.A-.P1ltt • .  

· iii . Letter f rom Percy A .  Nas h .  · · 

iv. Letter from W .A .Dutt . 
y .  · Letter from 'Aella ' • 

. 
· · - . 

.. . . :t"· ·� .:_ c Aug\lst I929 · · 

the Eas tern Daily _ _  Presf! : 

.36. · PFIO : Remarks on Note 4. 8 August I929 
· Croas. ·  g omments on the - interest aroused by Dutt ' s  articles and compares 

Dut t  - " a .  popular writer for the general interest" , · to Nastt who he des­
cribes as accurate _ and scientific • · 

·
-. Alfred Watkins in a subsequen t remark defended DU.tt - a s  " a  very careful 

observer and recorder of topography, unusually reluctant to rus h  t o  con... 
clusions" • 

.37. PFII, P3 : Beestpn, Norfolk. 8 August I929 
Cross gives a map and notes of chur�h e.lignment s · around. ]3eest on . He corn,;;. 
ments on 13ee s ton being unusual in having .  a

·
·sl>ire and : sugge sts the align..o. 

ments c entre ori Bartholorrtew (s Hill at a. road intersec tion . 
Remarks : . .. 
A rthur B .  Watkins describes a. cluster of canips around Banbq cy ,  'Wh.:i.�h he 
thought similar · to Cross I s  church clust�rs . · 

NOTES 
(I ) ;  Micheel w .  BUrgess (I979 ) 'Early East Anglian A�tiquariens ' ,  Lantern 25 

pp 6..9;  26, pp 4-8 ; 27, ,  pp J-5 . . . . 
(2 ) , Details are given of · Cross t s  c ontributions to PFs I - 5 - and 7 - I I ,  It is 

probable that Cr.oss contribute d  to PF6, but unfortumitely this PF has 
been los t f or many years . I have ndt been able to trace any c ontribution 
to PFs after II, yet neither have I fotind any men tion of Cross · t a death 
or resignation from the club. 

· · 

(.3 ) •  H ,C ,Harper (I980) ' The Straight Track Club Portfolios ' ,  H .� .& A •S •  (4) . Almos t certainly �tt. ' s  '.Anc ient Ma.rks ton$?S of East At;g"lia t ;  I926• 
o o o o o o o o o_ o o o o o o o o o o o � o - o o o o � � o o o � o o o d o  

� � n � o o o o o o o Q 6 o o o o o o 
As often seems to be the . case,  every so often 1 GI.GG-l•� · Of· - a number of new and current gb.ost stories seem to I s pring up all a.t the sania time (w11 1 at leas t 

f"' uosrs - they all coma to · our knowledge at the SB!ne time ) .  , '4 T7 . . · The latter half of I980 seems to be no exception, 
. . . and during October, rovember and December we re ... 

ceived account s bf a rlwn.'t!e;r of new ghos t st orie s . Firstly, · there 'Was the ghost 
of a W2 airman at Bentwa ters . U§.:AF. base in Suffolk which was · reported in the 
last eciition of LANTERN ,  The Psychical. . Re search Section of BSIG had high hope s 
of inva s tigat:!,ng · this one but; after soine diffictilty, We were a.b;l.e ' t<> contac t 
Capt . Frank Gray, Public Affairs Office r of the · unit (the 67 th Aerospace Rescue 

· and .Recovery Squadron ) involved . Capt .  Gray inf9rmed the inve s tiga tors tha:t the 
, two airman who had se en the ghos t had re turned t o . the u .s . · · and that ni:dther he 

nor ti.tiy other members of his squadron c ould eniarge upon the st;ory in the pres s .  
He- l)lvited, BSIG inve stigators to  visi t the Base, _ but, in keeping with the proce­
dure of tb.e Group, it was decidEid· not

' 
to undertake further invest�gaticms until 

eye..:wi tmes ses c Ould be produced and · :interviewed. . . 
. . .  

Almos t as if t o  compensate for ttie disappinting follow-;up t o  the Bentwaters 
case, on October Ist, the BS IG received a telephone call from the occu.pant of 
Ormesby Hall, Norfolk, re que s ting that they investigate s trange and unexplained 
·noises tha.t had been occurring in his house .  From_ intervie-ws ' i  th th� wi tnesses 
it transpired that during the pas t 6 months various ' thuds I and 'l)ailgs t had been 

, - . · :  
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heard on the s taircase and in part of the firs t floor of the build ings . About 2 months earlier, the oc cupant toget he r  wi th a friend (one who �s sleeping up 
s tairs and the other downs tairs ) simultaneoud ;y heard a noise as if s omeone or 
s omething 'WaS falling downstairs . They both rushed to · 'tm'�i�(!ase but, to 
their as tonishment, found nothing to acc ount for the noise . A few nights later, 
the occupant and ano ther fri end had j us t arrived home at around II . JOpm and 
were se t tling down t o  wa tc h  television, when they heard the sound of s omeone 
running the full length of the building up s tairs - star ting at one end, across 
the landing and then continuing t o  the other end • .  The occupnat rushed upstairs 
thinking that burglars were in t.he building (he has a valuable collection of antiques ) only to find the place completely empty . The vrhole busine ss seems to 
have culminated in an event tha t happen,e d  a few days before the occupant c ont.. 
ac ted the BSIG. One of hi s secre tarie·s v..es alone in the house one morning_ 
waiting for .some removal men to come and collec ted some furniture • .She was in 
the kit.chen on the ground floor when she heard a noise 11 like some one rolling a 
barrel about11 in a bedroom that opens immediately ont o the landing . Thinking 
that the. rem,ova.l men had arrived, she went ups tairs to ask them if they vJanted 
c offee ; when she opened the bedroom door S'he found that the room �s empty but 
that · th€l rolling noise . v.ras c ontinuing I Very frighte.ned, s he ru shed back do-wn­
s tairs and t phone d  the occupant . He arrive.d not long after to find her in a 
near hystericEJ). s tate . It  'WaS this incident that prompted him t o  contact  the 
BSIG to investiga�te the building. 

· After an initial vis i t  to the house by 2 inve s tieD.to":'s from Group on 7th 
October, 4 . inve s tigators spent the ,weekond of I8/I9th Oc t ober in the house. 
where they se t-up various ' controls '  and monitoring equipment .  The whole build­
ing was closel� examined from A ttic to baseinent - · but nothing could be found 
th�t might have produced the noise s �  Unfortunately, nothing out of the ordinary 
happened during their visi t and s o  the noise s remnin as enigmatic as they had 
be en before the visit.  Ho-wever, since then, it seems as if no thing else ,has 
happened. · · · · · - · 

Another ghos t. tha t cropped up ir. 
October was that of a Roman Catholic 
Priest  who �s murdered JOO years ago 
in Burys Hall, A shill, Norfolk . The · 

s tory appeared in the :8ecclet: 1  & Bung&_ 
Journal of Oc tober IOth in anf ·advertis­
ing feature regarding the opening of 
Bu. ·. ry. s H.· all as an Hotel .. When �h.e p. resent 
owners of the Hall, Mr., & Mrs � Stange-

: :tand� firs t moved in they -were told that 
the Hall was famous in the area for its 
ghos t - a claim · that Mrs . Stangeland 
dismissed . The Journal takes up the 
s tory : 11 • • •  now, -however, she is convin-
c ed • • •  It appeared that in one room things s tarte d  moving o:-.uou t .  Une day a C "- .• }ll.e 
of months ago Mrs . Stangeland locked the door to the room and kept the only key 

with her. After the cleaner reported hearing noise s she unlocked the room and 
went in. ' The whole room had been turned ups.ide down, 1 said Hrs . S tangeland , " I  
had the polic e in and they said there was no 'Way rmybody could get in the room . "  
A fire screen, mirrors, ornaments ,  lamps hades,, a s ofa and other i tems had been 
dis turbed� A s a re sul t of the experience repre sentatives· of the Society tor � 
chic Phenomena (':' ) visited the hall and expressed belief .that it had a pol ter-
ge ist • • •  Similar things have c ontinued t o  happen since � · · " • 

. One of the mos t  interesting s t orie s to c ome the way of BS IG investigators 
for a number of years, . c oncerns the experience of a Lowstoft man on the new 
Hopton bypas s  o n  the A I2 road a mile or s o  north of Lowe stoft . A t 5 . I5pm · on 
N ovember 2.3rd PC . FRe.nk: C olby, 'Who has been 29 years in the Bri tis h  Transport 
police , was driving back to Lo-wes tof t  with his wife . As the car reached the 
southern sec tion of the by-pas s he saw wha:t· at first he thought to b_e a man 
c ro.ssing the dual carriageway in front of him. I'1r. Colby desc ribed it a.s being 
n • •  about 5 foot 611 or a little more , stockjl ip. build and \.Ja. S -wearing a calf-

rr • .  · 
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l-ength
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shapele ss garment . _Its ·head was hunched into its shoulders and it appear­
to have what I ·t hought was "'"ery. spiky hair . The re  �ppeare t o  be trousers or some s ort of thi!1.�· 6tl"'its legs but what caught my l:}ye ·-.:·: r kno'W it sounds daft­
was its fantas tically huge footvea.r. These boots were very ' big and he was lift­
ing 'f:;hem up -well as he plodded across . "  

. -. Mr. Colby braked and renia.rked upon the figure to his Wife., .but she cnuld 
not see it. The figure was j us t  out side the range of his headlights , but e.l!l i t  
c rossed the cente-line, he reclised that he could see it  continuing through i t .  

· · When the figure re ached the central re servation i t  disappeared . Mr. Colby imme-
. diately stopped his car and examined the spo t where the figure had disappea red . 

There "WaS nothing there . He then re turned to his car and mad(;)� no tes of \-Jhat he 
had seen and d�w a .{3ke. tc h  of . .  it • .  (C opies . of both are now in· the hands of Ivan 
Bunh, to whom Hr .  C olby . gave full details of the apparition ) .. Ivan contac ted 
the Lo� s tof t  Journal asking if they were going t o  feature the s tory and if so 
"¥Q:I;J,ld they include de tails of. the research into ghos ts . on this s tre tch of road 

. which tie hafi . been collecting since I97 4. The result was a first-class report 
which appeared� in the L0we s tof t  Journal of Decemoer 24th, wi th a repeat of the 
s tory in the Sunday Expres s  of December 28th. Both articles elicited a number of new storie s relating . to the ghost of a man on this s tre tch of road, together 
wi t h  ' one pos s ible explana.tion as . to whom the ghos t (a s suming it i s  one ) might 
be . A follow-up article appeared in the Lowestoft  Journal of January 2nd which 
briefly outlip.ed some of tliese other S:tories� A full re port of Ivan Bunn ' s  in­
vestigations will appear in the ne:xt edition of· I.Jl.NTE RN .  

Finally, the last stqry took plac e on Decem"ber 28th.  Once again it was on 
the AI.2 road, only this time some IS mile s to . the south of Lowes toft j us t  to 
t he north of Blythburgh. At the j unc tion of the A�2 and the AI45 to Beccle s, 

. the road swings s harply left as it apprpaches BJ.ythbu-:rgh. It was on this unlit 
bend at about 9 . I5pm, Anne. Clarke of Lowe stoft was travelling with three comP­
anions to visit the Whita Hart ·. Inn, Blythburgh • .  Anne was sit ting on the ba�k 
seat of the car and as "i:t turned �he ·bend s he saw· vihat appeared to be a ho ded 
figure sitting on a fence · across the road from the car. Wonderin. g who migh be, 
s itting in such an odd place at that time qf night Anne wa tched the ' figu 1 
as they approacq_ed it . The figure then appeared to ge t down from the fence···e.nd 
walked to the edge of the road +- followed by a :,re.c6nd. figure . Both were dress­
e d  exactly the same - long cloaks lo!ith hoods pulled•  so far over their heads 
that no face was visible _ .,. both : figure s appeared. to be holding something in 
front of them in hands that were� clearly visible . Ahne watched the figure s un­
'til the car had - passed them; she then turned . her· head around to look at them 
out of the rear wiridow and sa.w., .. l!luch to her a_s toniahmen t ,  that the roadside 
was empty ; the figures had disappeare d l  She immedi�tely mentione d the figure s  
to the other occupants of the car, a.ll o f  . whom said thut · they had seen nothing . 

Anne said that although the .figur� s seemed s olid enough and their walk e.P­
pear�d to be purposeful, there . was sonie t,hing very s trange and " un-real ' about 
the whole episode . . 

• + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + BOOK REVIEW� + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
+ GHOsTS OF TODAY by Andrew· a�en, Ka.Ye Ward Ltd . � .269pp - Illus trated,

· £5 • .25. + 

+ This book is in •gazetteer ' form, produced ·in much the . same wa:y as Mr. Green 1 s+  
'" :t'  earlier publication Our Haunted Kingdom (I973 ). The difference between this + 
� ·  + l�te� t volume and the lat.ter �s. that Ghosts. of Toda:y deals only with oase s + 

+ of hauntings experienced 'dur� thS: last. .20, years in England, Scotland and + 
.+ WaJ.es .  In all, 11::>3 cases ' are cit$d1 county by county in e.lphbe tical order - + 
+ with an· additional sec tion at the end of the book on haunted Hospi tals . For + 
� E.as t Anglians there are 6 oases from Cambridge shire , 7 from Norfolk and I6 + 

+ 'from Suffolk ,.. some of which will not· be unfamiliar to :UNTERN readers . + 
+ I fO\.uld· this book very interestj_ng and a worthwhile sdditionto aey ' ghost-+ 
+ hunters ' bookshelves. I suppose that those who equate the prirae of a book to + 
+ its size will say that Ghosts of Today · is. expensive . Howeve r, considering the+ 
+ large amount of well-researched material .qontained in it, I consider it to · +  
+ .bQ excellent value . + 

+ IAWB + 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + ++ 
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Fr:om the Eas tern Even:jng Ne� November .29th, I980 
' THE BIG NORFOLK D IM..OUT MYSTERY I 

Th.e. riddle of the great Norfolk dim-ou t  was baffling 
power ctllefs t onight . For the truth is they just don ' t 
know how it happened 1 

But the freak dim-out threw NorFich and mos t of Bas t 

. . .  . . . . Anglia into .. c haO.s . 'As power went haywire in the ccity • • •  

+Burglar alarms went off evrywher-� · and the polic e had to check them all . 
· 

. +A Pensioner had to be rescued : fa>6m a lift in S omerley old pe ople ' s  home in 
S omerleyton S tree t .  

· · 

+Fif ty . pe ople were t old to leave the ABC Cinema in Norwich and everrl,.ng-ruah 
customers queued out side in the . cold until operations got back to normal . 

+ George Melly 1 s  audience at the Theatre Ro�al began to arrive j us t  as the lights 
began to flicker - making it hard to find their way around . An emergency gen­
erator was put on . 

+All three TV s tations went off the. air, and 
+Police radios failed . 

· · 

·A police s poke sman said, 11  It was sheer · chaos • "  

, And Norwich powe r  dis tribution engineer Len &:c ori said, " S eve ral p,eople even thought the Martians had come , I don ' t remember anything like it happening be­
f ore . It was very s trange and eerie - particularly because it affac te d  such a 
wide are a . 11 The E�N newsroom even got a. re port of UFOs s igh te d over. Thorpe (the site of Norwic h Power S tation - Ed. ) during the dim-ou t .  · Sowhb.t wnt 
wrong? 

· 

Elec tricity experts say the t rouble was on the national grid � S ome circuit s  
feeding into Norwich faile d .  But the reas on is a mys tery . Two faults - bo th 
unc onnec ted - happened on 400, OOO...v ol t overhead line s  "ri thin minu'te·s or'· ·: (:)och 
o ther in different parts of Eas t Anglia . 11 It won ' t  be a n  eo.sy j ob to fdm& out 
exac tly what happened,  1 1  said a spokesman, 1 1\tJhen they t ripped, they · tri�d l ots 
of o t her circui ts,  too, s o there is plenty of work to be d one . But it was . ve ry  
unusual . "  
The problems begun about 7pm . Light s began t o  dim and flash - ri1t1king a specta­
cular sight in the city - Eas tern Electric i ty ' s  Norwich switc hboard was j ammed 
wi th c n.ll s7 S taff were called in specially t o  man the s wi tc hboard o.fid cope 
wi th hundreds of enquirie s .  A spoke sman said, 1 1Vo.st numbers" of engineers were 
c al led out .  But Hr. Bacon s aid power was re stored quite quickly,; although the re  
were big fluctua:ttchns in voltage over a wide nreo of Norfolk a nd the res t of 
Eas t Anglia . The only supplie s c omple tely los t were at Cringlef'qrd, where the 
smb-s tntion automatical ly disc onne c te d .  
A police spokesman said : 11 It was a darned nuisance more then anyth:tng else .11 

Despite intensive inquirie s the BSIG were unable t o  e s t:,1b!:lsh .. :tJde· ·I'cfenti­
ty of' whoever it wo.s who reported s eeing the UFOs over Thorpe ori the night of 
t he big dim-out. Howeve r' we have since rece ived n report from a reliable s ou­
rce that two inmate of Norwich Prison saw an unexplained light/obj ec.t in the 
s ky  at approx I0 . 45 pm that so.me night . They first notic ed that their radio wn s  crackling and, upon looking out of the north-facing window, saw n 11 pulsating 
o range s tar1 1which they c ompared with a double decker bus seen at about 5 mile s 
distance . The obj ec t was visible for about 30 sec onds during which time it ex­
e cuted two manouvre s bo th. of' which consis ted of' travelling horiz ontally, and 
t hen upwards and backwards at an angle of 45° and then dow.nwords at backswards 
t o  finis h at the starting point ; nei ther of the wi tnesses kne w about the po-wer 
failure and the obj ect was seen in the opposite direc tion of' Thorpe. 

Two other reports have been sent in by John Copsey of NUFQIN. The first 
is dated Augus t 4th, I980 when an inhabitant of' Wymondham, Norfolk, . report see­
ing a s tar-like obj e c t  that ro.pidly approached him and then receeded again and 
disappeared . The sec onde d (undated ) report c ame from o. I5 year old Norwivh boy (via Norwich Police ) who repor ted seeing an obj ect (shape, size & colour not 
known - Ed. )  which. �flew rapidly acro s s  the sky over Norwich from west to Eas t .  
A little while later he s aw the same (or s imilar ) obj e c t  tro.verse t he  s ky  from 
eas t to w s t .  

I3 . 



... Finally, o. 'UFO I wq,� reported on Rndio Norfolk on October 8th, I980 - it 
s eems probable thougn tha . this has since been id,entified=.- On the previous eve-
ning (Oct.7th )  PD!lleln, Ho of Old Buckenhrun,· Norfolk,re ported seeing 11 11 Long 
s treD!ll of fire 11 travellin s traight towards her follcrwed by · a loud 1 1 boom11 nnd 
the roar of engine s .  A t  a uu t the same time (I0.45pm )  A Mr. Dennis Read, whils t  

. driving passed f Ke tts Oak ' near Wymondham, Norfolk on the A H ,  repo rte d  seeing 
o. bright oro.nge glow in t e sky 1 1 like a giant firewmrk11 - it lasted for IQ see­
ends and then disappeared, to be followed by o.n orange glow in the 'dis tance from the ground. The o.irforce lo.ter clo.imed that this ms one of their 'lircraft 
burning-up excess fuel .  . 

. · . . . 
This news item (:n � Rndio Norfolk wa,s followed by one cf their inevitable 

t phone-ins I dl;l:ring. which · g.nother ltidf . claimed tc have seen t odd. lights • in the 
sky ;:betl-ieen Hopton arid Lowe stoft ; ®.d-'nnother pers cn re ported seeing a " horj..... zontaJ., wP.�te l:i_gi}'!L11 . which hovered in the vicinity cf the Thetford/Bo.rnhrun Road . 
I t  hoverecrthere fo-r about IO mipute'S befc·re cho.nging colour to orange '1nd m,.,_ 

_: · .ving '·· aWg.y:),ii the direc ticn : cf Mi1denhQll; . : · 
· 

- 1  r · ; X '  X X X X X X X X X X .X X X··:X X X X x· X X X X X X X X X X X X. - . · · ·. --. •  i 

. . .  

X X X X X .;x: . x· X X x ·  X X X X - , :--. · ·  .; -. . 
EDTTo'R tS NOTF8 We have · be�n informed. -by Mrs ,. .Dot  S treet of Lcwe;s toft thnt, for 
persono.l reas ons, she is unabl-e- -to c ontinue ns an active UFO invest ig�tor for 

· theNUFQIN/BSIG in · the Lowes toft. And that she v-.:uld be grateful if rspcrts 
c ould be passe d on to l1r. J .Gopsey (T9l �0362 2487) or Mr. P. Johnscn (te1.0263 823389 ) .  . 

' · -
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· .� RIGHT  is another page from the 
series on PRESTEL which we 
hope will increas e inte re s t  
in both the BS IG and LANTJ?:R!J � 

+++++++++++ ++++ +·++.+++++ + + + + ++++ 
Ths editor apologies to all 

· exchange magazine s · for the 
. · lack ot . apverts in this . edit,. 

ion of . JANTE�. This was due 
, s olely to lack of spa.ce 1 and 

a full page of · tExchhlige Mag-
. aziri:e's ' will appear in the .  ne:ict . . . 
edition. · ·  

++++++++++++ +++++++++ + + + ++ ++ ++·+ 

The Spring Edition .of _LANTEftN · 

shoUld be ' rea.dy 'for dis tribu­
tion· in APRIL I98I - the Gods 
wil:U.ngt · 

,- ' - �+_�·�t�:+++:+t+++++++++++++++++t+ 
' LAN:J;ERN s-till ' needs support E! s-. 
peci8.11.y_ that of a financial , ' 

· hature .. Jf yG>u are fl._ regular 
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a t I 11• U f. I I !' .. 1111 I I Ill Ill I , •• 

OTHE:R · F !ELI'.)$ OF PESE:ARCH 
l!!lllil'lt .... li'Bi� I -

As tt.rel l a� inves t.fga t i r'lg  Qhos.t s . t he 
· BS I �  a l so c.� n· i es: ou t n"slii-a rcl"' i n t o : 

; . . . . · -

. 1" - UHIDE-NT.lF IED FL.V ING OBJECtS ( UFOs ) 
I - E)(TRA - SEHSORV 'PERCEPT iot-f . ( ESP:) 
I -- LEV L I NES ( The- a l leged �li gnmen t - . of. an.: i en.t , sites) . 
I .... W I TCHCRAFi ... c:on t empora r:y and 

. h i s t or i ca l . 
I - SP iR ITUAL ISM AHCi MED I UMS . · 
m - f:'O�TEl\NA (odd i t i es and cu r i o$i t ies 

o f  t he na t u r a l  wor l d ) . 
I · FOLKLORE �0 LEGEND� . 
= = = = � = = ========= ==�=== =========�·= = = == 

Ghos t s  Inde!IC 9 · HC)r tol l(_tnfo 0 
. reader .. and . don't  subscribe to !.ANTERN_, w113t:· not take out a regular subscription (only £1 � 20 f:Or 4 issu�s ) and 

as well as being assured of -your copy of LANTERN, help us to have the cash to 
pl�. -ahead? If' you do subscribe to LANTERN, encourage your friends to s.ubscribe . 

Fl.naily, the Editor would. like to take this opportunity_ to wish all LANTERN 
- . readers a ra theJ:' belated · " Happy and ' Prosperous New Yea:<:: 1 and to thank them for 
· .  their· ve:cy valued . support during 1980 - Thanks . , · · · • 

· SUBsCRIPTION RENEWAlS : lF A 'X I APPE.t'I. RS ·IN THE BOX BELO'vl THEN YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
TO LA;NTEru r ·rs DUE FQR, RE$WAL; U iK• SUB (4ISSUES}' IS ·£I�20'�-� OvERSEAS : EUROPE -
PLEASE SEND U ICEQUIV:(LANT. USA AND EL 3El;3ERE' 5 D ollllrs � Please send internat­
j,.onal money or�er or bills . (No che que s please } .  

:, 14. 
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